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STATE RECORD 
Paddlefish Landed

South Dakota Game, Fish & Parks

A Chamberlain man has landed 
the largest fish ever recorded by 
an angler in South Dakota.  

Earlier this month, Bill Harmon 
shattered a 35-year-old record 
when he snagged a 127 lb., 9 oz.
paddlefish on May 7.
Harmon drew a permit for the 
Lake Francis Case paddlefish 
snagging season. His fish surpassed 
the old record of 120 lb. 12 oz. set 
by Don Gregg in April 1979 in the 
Ft. Randall tailwaters.
Annual stocking efforts of paddlefish 
began in the early 1990s and have 
resulted in quality numbers of the 
species in Lake Francis Case. 
Jason Sorensen, SD Game, Fish 
and Parks’ fisheries biologist, noted, 
“One of the original goals of the 
paddlefish stocking program was 
to initiate a sport fishery for this 
species. Paddlefish are a long-lived 
species and the Lake Francis Case 
population has some very old fish.  
There is potential for anglers to 
harvest large paddlefish and 
Bills’ recent catch is proof of that.” 
Paddlefish are among the largest
and longest lived species of 
freshwater fishes. Native to the 
Mississippi River drainage, these 
prehistoric fish once roamed freely 
throughout the network of rivers in 
the central United States. From the 
Yellowstone and Missouri Rivers in 
the west to the Ohio and Allegheny
Rivers in the east, paddlefish are 
believed to have made long 
seasonal migrations throughout 
the Mississippi River basin.
...Different from most fish species, 
paddlefish can best be distinguished 
by their very large mouths and a 
paddle-shaped snout that is about 
one third their body length. 
To view a list of all of South Dakota’s
state record fish, visit: 
http://www.gfp.sd.gov/fishing-boating/
state-fish-records-list.aspx-
#UNRESTRICTED...
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Please support the advertisers you see in this publication and let them know you saw
their advertisement in  the Hunting & Fishing News. 

Thank you and thanks for reading the Hunting & Fishing News.

By Steve Hickoff         
Yamaha Outdoors Tip

Ten Blind-Building Tips for 
ATV and Side-by-Side Waterfowlers

Tip 1: Take your blind building and placement seriously. Don’t mail it in, 
but plan it. Make a sketch. Think like an artist. You are trying to get this 
blind to fit into the natural landscape. 
Tip 2: Take the equipment you need on the back of your ATV or 
Side-by-Side (SxS), from hammers to handsaws to natural materials 
from the nearby habitat. Seek landowner permission as always, checking 
legal state regulations as well. Make return trips during the pre-season. 
Tip 3: Match the terrain, bro’. Ever hear of matching the hatch in fly-fishing? 
It’s the same deal in blind building—sort of. Use natural and manmade 
camouflage material to do the job. Realism is the key. Don’t put birch 
branches where there are none. 
Tip 4: Testing, one, two, three. Hunting buddies love to joke with each 
other. Take yours along. Better yet ride there on your four-wheelers, and 
ask them this once you arrive where your hideaway has been built: 
“Can you guys find the blind?” Do it from a good distance to simulate 
what ducks or geese would see—helicopters optional.
Tip 5: Some guys actually dig out an area for their blind and insert 
fiberglass pits. Down there in the marsh and mud, they’re looking up, 
with only their heads exposed—and only at the shot. It’s a good trick. 
Tip 6: Less is more in some cases, so avoid making your blind stand 
out by working on it too much! Find another spot someplace else as a 
backup. 
Tip 7: Okay, is your blind built after a few ATV or SxS runs? Now you’ve 
got to fool those sky-bound ducks and geese during the season. What if 
the quackers and honkers won’t drop in tight, and choose to land outside 
your spread? You’ve got to tighten that blind up. Move decoys closer, 
and make your pocket right next to the blind using a hook-type set. 
Tip 8: Tote your decoys to the blind on the back of your SxS or ATV. 
Put several duck species in close, especially those you’re specifically 
hunting and imitating—no brainer, right? Mix in goose dekes. Ducks can 
then reference the decoys tight to the blind when you call. Also, if ducks 
are lighting to the left side of the blind, you can move the decoys to the 
right side, and vice versa. 
Tip 9: What if your blind spots won’t hold waterfowl? Find an out-of-the 
way location nearby, maybe a place where ducks and geese take refuge 
due to hunting pressure. Sometimes a small beaver dam water or farm 
pond is the answer. 
Tip 10: Your four Yamaha wheels will help you check out new places 
during blind scouting efforts, and you’ll have fun four-wheeling in the 
process. Get out there whenever you can.♦

© Kirkgeisler | Dreamstime.com

Less is more.
Avoid making
your blind stand
out by working
on it too much!
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Bowhunting The Screaming Giants
Sponsored by Bear Archery & Trophy Ridge

Reprinted with permission from Bowhunting.net
For more please go to:   www.bowhunting.net

By Matt Guedes

There really are very few things in this world that get a hunter’s heart 
racing more than a massive bugle of giant bull elk. The sound, especially 
when close by, sends shivers up one’s spine and gives a person goose 
bumps all over. It seems to me that even after years of chasing these 
majestic monsters, the feelings that overtake my body at the sound of 
bugle has not waned one bit.
Archery hunting an elk is an amazing endeavor. I have hunted all kinds 
of animals with my bow and very few bring the kind of excitement and 
adrenaline rush as hunting elk. This is especially true if you have the 
privilege to hunt an elk during the rut. That is the time of year when the 
elk bulls are bugling and they become more susceptible to getting 
arrowed by the prepared archer.
There are all kinds of methods and techniques to hunting elk with the 
bow. Many people have put all their eggs into one basket as far as their 
preferred method or approach to an elk hunt. I have found that a well 
rounded elk hunter will have many approaches to hunting this great animal. 
I would like to share with you the learning curve and experience of a 
North Eastern Whitetail hunter turned elk fanatic.
Since that first encounter with an elk 7 years ago, I have been almost 
mesmerized in my pursuit of the screaming giant. I also have read, 
watched and observed everything I could to learn how to become a 
better elk hunter. After that first year, my pursuit changed to hunting 
this animal with the bow. The first fall with the bow brought me much 
experience even though I didn’t harvest a bull elk. The second year 
brought the success of a cow elk. It also was the year that I ended up 
moving into elk country in western Colorado. Since that time my learning 
curve has grown and so has my harvest of both bull and cow elk with the bow.

My first advice on hunting elk may sound trivial but it is tested and proven. 
Be ready for anything. I have had elk come running into calls. I have had 
elk run from calls. I have had elk come to water and I have had elk stay 
away from water. I have had elk almost step on me and I have elk spot 
me 500 yards away. All of that experience tells me you have to be ready 
for anything and you have to be willing to adapt to anything.

I enjoy calling in an elk during the rut. It is like hunting an 800 pound 
turkey. The similarity of hunting a rut crazed elk to a gobbling turkey 
is uncanny. I take 5-7 different calls with me into the woods every time 
I venture after one of these critters. I have learned that each and every 
bull responds differently to calls. I almost always start off quiet with my 
calling sequences. I also have moved to a philosophy in which if I know 
elk are in the area, I often won’t call until I hear them talking first. I used 
to just call all the time to locate and then set up and call and then repeat. 
Now I have learned the discipline of silence and waiting. My success 
has greatly increased since the beginning of my elk hunting days. 
This is especially true when hunting elk on public land where they have 
been called to regularly. These wary, over called elk, will often vacate an 
area at the sound of a call.   (continued next page)
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-Endless year round recreational opportunities
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-Smaller parcels also available starting at $40,000
 
Golden Eagle:
-Excellent property for a recreational cabin
-Property is mainly adjacent to USFS land
-Outstanding hunting, fishing and snow activities
 in the area
-Considered by many to be a top elk corridor area
-157+/- acres priced to sell at $260,000

Black Bear Hideaway:
-Great views, hunting and hiking!
-Perfect setting for the outdoor enthusiast and
 privacy seekers in all of us
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Seldom Seen Ranch:
-Escape to your own private piece of Montana!
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 caretaker’s cabin and barn
-Solar and wind power for all the essentials
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 one side of the property
-Recreationists, will find this a pristine piece of   
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 great views and plenty of big game
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 private havens
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“Lots of lots in the 
Big Hole Valley”

➵HIDDEN SPRINGS RANCH➵

                                                 
-Welcome to one of Montana’s select recreational properties

-Offers the best of both worlds with the comfort and ease of off grid
secluded living blended with access to world-class recreation

-Outstanding 360 degree views and an abundance of water with 
several springs and picturesque pond

-Full set of improvements with modular home on a foundation, 
along with equine barn with working corrals and guest cabin

-A true quality 639+/- acres priced at $1,700,000

New Listing! Elk, Elk, and
More Elk!
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So I call, but call wisely. I usually start off with a great diaphragm mouth call like the type made by Bugling Bull Game Calls. I have found this company’s 
mouth calls to be the best on the market with a large variety of tones and types. I will usually have 3-4 different mouth calls. If I get a receptive bull, 
I will start to introduce other calls into the game. I will change calls and pitches to give the indication of a bunch of cows. At that point I will usually 
implement a Bugling Bull Whose YRR Daddy call into the mix and just get ready for that closing bull to show up. I always have a bugle call with me 
and have had success in using it. But because much of my hunting comes on public land, I am very cautious with a bugle. I have found that there is 
major damage that can happen with a bugle call on public land. However, if I have a dominant bull that is screaming and isn’t coming, a challenge 
bugle may be just what the doctor ordered.
If the bulls are hot, then calling is a great tactic. When they are silent, I will often sit on water holes in a tree stand for the day. I will often sit still and 
quiet on the ground in an area where I know elk live and where they will frequently be. Sometimes it is simply a matter of patience that gets a hunter 
to a harvest. This is an area in which many hunters have trouble. They just move way too often and way too much. Sitting in the woods for long days 
is one sure fire tactic to give a hunter a great opportunity.
Another tactic that I implement is to follow elk that are talking and then stalk in on the elk once they seemed to have bedded down or are in a feeding 
area. I will do this without making any sound at all. It is a great tactic when there is a known bull with a big herd and some constant pesting going on 
by younger bulls. The busyness of that scene allows a hunter to sneak in close to the bull that is preoccupied.
In all the scenarios I use, a decoy is usually with me. Sometimes a decoy has helped and sometimes it has hindered the hunt. It is just another tool 
in the tool box that you need to know when and when not to use it. If I have a hot bull on the hook, I will often set out a decoy to just take the attention 
off of my position and shift it to that decoy. I have found cow elk sometimes get skittish when I use a decoy. Therefore, I don’t always use one, but 
always have one with me.
Once you are on the bull and he is within range, then it all comes down to the shot. I practice often and at long ranges so that I am equipped to make 
a shot in that moment of truth. The vitals on a mature bull elk are about 18” x 18”. The double lung shot is the ultimate shot with a bow on an elk. 
Both of my daughters were with me when I shot a bull elk a few seasons ago at 60 yards. He went about 80 yards 
after that double lung shot. If you can get a bull elk in range, it is likely you will be experiencing a high level of 
excitement. At that moment it is all the hours of practice that will enable you to make a shot because it will be 
second nature.
My approach to elk hunting is very eclectic. I have learned to get almost a feel for the situation and attempt to 
apply the right method to the situation at hand. Time and experience will help you to learn the right answers to 
those questions and will also increase your chance at harvesting a good elk.
Any time I head out into the woods to hunt a Screaming Giant I have one of my Bear Archery Bows in hand. 
I will be carrying my Agenda 7 and, at times, my Anarchy HC into the woods this fall when my pursuit of elk 
once again begins. Until that time I will be shooting my bows, scouting, fine tuning my Ultimate Steel Broadheads 
and getting in shape to climb the hills.

Author with his trophy bull elk.



8 - Hunting & Fishing News

Henneberry Fishing Access Site
On the Beaverhead River MFWP

Photo MFWP

Map produced using National Geographic TOPO
Courtesy Rocky Mountain Maps www.rockymtnmaps.com

Henneberry Fishing Access Site is located on the Beaverhead River 
70 miles from the mouth on the right hand side as you face downstream.  
High Bridge is the next access site upstream from Henneberry. 
Beaverhead River Game Fish Opportunities: 
Brown Trout, Mountain Whitefish, Rainbow Trout
All Species Present:  Arctic Grayling, Brook Trout, Brown Trout, Burbot, 
Common Carp, Longnose Dace, Longnose Sucker, Mottled Sculpin, Mountain 
Sucker, Mountain Whitefish, Rainbow Trout, Westslope Cutthroat Trout, White Sucker
NOTE: There may be game fish present (including Species of Concern) that 
are not listed in the game fish category due to low numbers for that fish. Until 
you identify your catch, please handle all fish carefully. Thank you.
Open:  January 1 - December 31
Size:  603 acres
Nearest Town:  Dillon
Day use only on east side of river; camping allowed on west side of 
river; additional walk-in parking approximately 1 mile upstream.
Directions
14 miles south of Dillon on I-15, to recreation road exit, then 2 miles 
south at I-15 underpass. 
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Tips For Using 
Electronic
Predator Callers
With Gerald Stewart
Hunter’s Specialties    www.hunterspec.com

Editor’s Note: Gerald Stewart of Texas, grew up in the game-call 
business. His dad, Johnny Stewart, started Johnny Stewart Game Calls 
in 1961. “The only time I didn’t call game was while I was in college, 
and when I went to work in other business industries,” Stewart says. 
“I can remember packing game callers, cameras and tape recorders for 
a predator-hunting trip, when I was only 10-years old.” Stewart will give 
us tips for using an electronic predator caller.
Question: Gerald, what’s the most important thing a hunter needs to 
know, if they’ll be using an electronic caller to take predators?
Stewart: You can’t just turn on the caller out in the woods and expect 
to call in predators. You still have to scout. You’re not only scouting for 
predator signs and to determine the density of the predator population 
in the area you plan to hunt, you’re also looking for good locations to 
call. Most of the time, I’m searching for a place to set up my electronic 
caller so that I can use the caller to pull that animal around a bush or 
out of thick cover, where I can see the animal better. I don’t want to put 
my caller facing away from me on the backside of a bush to call the 
animal around me. By deciding where to put my speaker and how much 
volume to use, I can set up my speaker to bring the predator into 
an open spot, where I can get a shot.
So when you’re scouting, not only look for the area with the best chances 
of calling in an animal, but analyze the region to determine where to 
place the caller and the speaker and where to sit to get the shot. 
I always want an open line-of-sight between myself and the caller. 
I want to be able to see as much ground as I possibly can. If I’m setting 
up to the side of the caller, I want open ground between me and the 
caller. Then I can see if a predator tries to circle downwind of my caller.
Wind speed has a lot of bearing on how close an animal will circle 
downwind of the caller. For instance, if there’s a 15 to a 20-mile-an-hour 
wind blowing, the call won’t be as effective as in a 5 to an 8-mile-an-hour 
wind. With a higher wind speed, the animal may circle downwind 200 yards, 
and the chances aren’t as good to take him as with a slower wind speed, 
when he only circles 30 yards downwind. I need that predator to cross 
an open lane between me and the game caller by circling downwind, 
so I can get a shot at him. Sometimes, the most effective way to call in 
predators is to put your speaker up in a tree.
Question: Why would you want to put your speaker in a tree instead of 
on the ground?
Stewart: If your speaker’s in a tree, your predator will look up in the tree 
to determine the source of the sound, instead of looking at you. If you 
have the caller sitting right in front of you, the predator will come in looking
straight at you. Where you put the caller in relation to where you’re 
sitting can be a tremendous help in the effectiveness of your calling. 
One of the advantages of using a remote caller is you can put the caller 
and the speaker anywhere you want them to be and operate the caller 
remotely.
Question: Many hunters don’t think about putting their speakers in 
trees, do they?
Stewart: No, they don’t. Putting the speaker in the tree won’t make you 
a good predator caller. You must be using the right sounds to match 
your calling position. I want to have the speaker in the tree when I use 
bird sounds to call to the predators, because birds sit in trees. Rabbits 
and pups don’t sit in trees. I like to use woodpecker, meadow lark or 
different bird sounds when the speaker’s in the tree. I’ve had gray foxes 
climb up in the tree to get closer to my speaker, when I was using bird 
sounds. (continued page 10)
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Tips For Using Electronic Predator 
Callers With Gerald Stewart (continued from page 9)

One of my Dad’s greatest dreams was to recreate a situation that 
happened to him early in the development of Johnny Stewart calls. 
Dad was out calling one day, and two bobcats came in the call. One 
took a position at the base of the tree, right under the speaker, and the 
second climbed into the tree and put its nose inside the speaker. 
Unfortunately, Dad didn’t have a video camera when this happened. 
For the rest of his life, Dad tried to get two bobcats to come in and climb 
the tree like before, but he never was able to make it happen. I’ve had 
animals come in and circle the tree several times to figure out how to 
get into the tree and reach the source of the sound. I’ve had grey foxes 
come up and climb the tree and almost put their noses in the places 
where I’d hung the caller.
Question: What other things can you do with an electronic caller to 
make it more effective?
Stewart: Use a combination of sounds, instead of only one, to paint a 
better picture of what you want the predator to see in his mind when he 
hears the sounds. When hunting in an area where the coyotes have been 
called to before and have become fairly well-educated, many times, by 
using a combination of sounds, you can get those predators in close 
enough to take a shot. For instance, if I’m calling coyotes, I may start 
off with a coyote vocalization, like barks. After a couple of minutes have 
passed, I may use a rabbit squeal to make other coyotes in the area think 
that a coyote has found a rabbit and killed it, and is trying to eat it.
The coyote that hears those calls will think another coyote has moved 
into his area and is eating at his dinner table. He’ll come in to take the 
rabbit away and eat what’s left of it, if there’s any, and/or he’ll run the 
other coyote off. Or, you can reverse the sequence. Play the rabbit 
squeal first, and if you get a coyote that comes in and hangs up at 
200 yards, sometimes a simple bark of another coyote in the area 
where the rabbit squeal came from will bring the coyote in really quick, 
because the coyote’s coming in to protect his territory. This is made 
easier with the electronic caller, because all you have to do is push the 
right buttons for the sounds you want to use.
Question: What other sounds do you like to use in combination?
Stewart: I like to use a crow call that crows use when they’re investigating 
something. By adding a crow call after a bird in distress, a rabbit in 
distress, a pup in distress or any of the other prey calls, you can paint 
a picture in the predator’s mind that there’s an animal in distress. 
Then the crows will come in to investigate. That crow sound is just 
another call to use to further convince the predator that there’s a 
steaming-hot meal on his dinner table.

By using different calls besides prey calls, you add one or two more 
elements to the predator’s response mechanism to make your calling 
sound more believable. An artist uses canvas and paint to create a 
picture. An effective predator caller uses sounds and decoys to paint a 
similar picture in the mind of the predator that will cause the predator 
to come in to the calling...



11June 2014

Over 
100+ chainsaws 

in stock!



12 - Hunting & Fishing News

BILLINGS  - 800-655-1170 • BOZEMAN  -  866-782-2717     
MISSOULA  -  888-989-5569   
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Photo courtesy Boone and Crockett Club

Largest Hunter-Taken Grizzly 
Enters Boone and Crockett 
Records Boone and Crockett Club

The largest grizzly bear ever taken by a hunter has been entered into 
Boone and Crockett records. 

The big bruin, taken in 2013 near Fairbanks, Alaska, scores 27-6/16. 
It missed the World’s Record mark by 7/16 of an inch but landed a spot 
as the second-largest grizzly ever recorded. The reigning World’s Record 
is a skull found in Alaska in 1976. 

Bears are scored based on skull length and width measurements. 

Conservationists use Boone and Crockett trophy data to gauge outstanding 
habitat, strong recruitment of game animals into older age classes, 
sustainable harvest objectives and other elements of sound wildlife 
management and fair-chase hunting. 

Grizzlies are symbols of our willingness to accommodate large predators 
and wilderness, but hunter Larry Fitzgerald of Fairbanks found his trophy 
boar in a location that seems counterintuitive. 

“One would think that a relatively accessible area, with liberal bear hunting 
regulations to keep populations in line with available habitat and food, 
would be the last place to find one of the largest grizzly bears on record,” 
said Richard Hale, chairman of the Boone and Crockett Club’s Records 
of North American Big Game committee. 

Hale said the area is being managed for an overpopulation of grizzlies. 
The Alaska Department of Fish and Game liberalized hunting regulations 
to help balance and control bear predation on moose. Baiting is allowed 
although Fitzgerald stalked his trophy. 

“Grizzly populations are doing well across all their ranges. That includes 
populations in the Lower 48 states that are currently federally protected 
under the Endangered Species Act, but will soon be up for delisting and 
management authority turned over to the watchful eye of state wildlife 
managers,” said Hale.

Hale added that Boone and Crockett Club recognizes found or picked-up 
trophies, like the reigning World’s Record grizzly which scores 27-13/16, 
alongside hunter-taken trophies because all are useful for documenting 
historic conservation successes.

Record Grizzly Ignites Questions 
About Trophy Categories Boone and Crockett Club

News traveled fast when conservationists learned the largest grizzly 
bear ever taken by a hunter had been entered into Boone and Crockett 
records. Nearly as quickly, however, came questions about why grizzlies 
are distinguished from Alaska brown bears. After all, aren’t these 
technically the same species? 
This from the Club: Genetically, this is indeed the same bear across 
its range. But, morphologically, there are differences. For Boone and 
Crockett records-keeping purposes, a geographic boundary was 
established to recognize the two separate body types for Ursus arctos. 
Bears living near the coast (Boone and Crockett’s Alaska brown bear 
classification) feast on high-protein salmon returning to the rivers each 
summer. These bears’ body and skull size have adapted to be far larger than 
bears living further inland. Coastal bears move little, establish themselves 
on a section of river and spend their lives close to a bounty of fish. 
The life of an interior bear (Boone and Crockett’s grizzly bear classification) 
is far different. While they may eat fish in some cases, their diet is a 
wide array of food sources from grubs and berries to migrating caribou 
and moose calves. More nomadic, these bears also are generally more 
aggressive as their survival literally hinges on being able to catch and 
kill their next meal. 
In order for trophy records to be useful for conservation and management 
purposes, Boone and Crockett Club recognized that data on the smaller
interior bears shouldn’t be lumped with those of the larger coastal bears. 
The Club also developed a standardized way to measure bear specimens. 
Although it’s common for hunters and other observers in the field to 
size a bear by its height or squared length of its hide, this method is 
not useful for records keeping. Hides can be stretched or dried, altering 
measurements. These measurements cannot be replicated later after 
tanning or mounting. Because of this, Boone and Crockett chose to 
use skull measurements...
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LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
H&H CUSTOM BUILDINGS East Helena, MT.

www.handhcustombuildings.com

    1-855-746-BARN

If you have something that needs put away
CALL US RIGHT AWAY!

Free Estimates 
Insured

We also sell building kits
WE BUILD “MAN CAVES”

Don’t Leave Home Without 
Them - Three Rods To Get You 
Through The Early Summer

Specializing In Jigs, Spinners and 
Hand made Soft Plastics

owner 
Pete Jellar

phone
406-756-0031
406-871-7990

Making your fishing adventures come to life
one jig at a time!

Proudly made 
in Montana.

Walleye, Bass, Pan Fish, Salmon, Trout & Ice Fishing

Berkley   www.berkley-fishing.comBefore professional anglers were considered the definitive sources for 
angling advice, back when money was tight and things like new fishing 
tackle were considered a luxury, I was privy to some sage advice that has 
stuck with me to this day. It came to me as I stopped by a small tackle 
store on my way to visit my parents one weekend. My objective was 
to buy a rod for my father to replace the one that I had stepped on and 
broke a few weeks prior.
As I fumbled through the wall display, manhandling and inspecting every 
rod, the salesman told me something that nearly caused me to laugh out loud.
Buy the most expensive rod that you can, the salesman said. Once you 
see the difference in weight and sensitivity between a good rod and 
a cheap one, you’ll never go back.
At the time, I thought the advice was just the salesman’s attempt at 
relieving me of my money. But in the years since, I have realized that 
he was telling the truth. But, we have to choose wisely the rods we invest 
in and match purchases to our fishing needs. With just three rods rigged 
for three specific techniques, you can have a successful day on the 
water during Post Spawn and early summer.
Going into Post Spawn and early summer, you definitely need a Carolina 
Rig rod, a crankbait rod and something for topwaters. As the water starts 
to warm, bass will start to move back to the ledges and rocks, away from 
the really shallow water. These are ideal conditions for a Carolina Rig.
For Carolina Rigs, the rod experts at Fenwick recommend a seven-foot, 
medium-heavy action rod. Because most anglers use a sweeping hook 
set, you will need a rod with plenty of backbone and a fast tip. To meet 
this need, Fenwick offers the Techna AVC 70MHF, already a favorite of 
many pros when fishing a Carolina Rig.
Crankbaits are also highly effective for targeting bass in similar areas. 
I like to use a rod similar to the Carolina Rig rod, except with a more 
moderate action to allow the fish a better chance to take the bait. 
While some still prefer a fiberglass rod for Crankin’, Fenwick’s rod designers 
point to the characteristics of the Fenwick Techna AVC 70MHMC, a rod 
with plenty of backbone for solid hook sets as an ideal Crankin’ rod.
Depending on the size of the topwater bait, the rod experts at Berkley 
recommend one of their 6 1/2-foot Series One casting rods. A shorter rod 
means that you are less likely to slap the water and interrupt the 
presentation.
Balance, sensitivity and a light weight are all must-haves for a fishing rod. 
To get those things, serious anglers shouldn’t let something like a few 
extra dollars keep them from trading up to higher-quality rods.
After all, the salesman wisely told me, you get what you pay for.

406-442-3096

Whole or 1/2 cut to your specs
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                                          FILL YOUR FREEZER
                                 with Beef & Pork
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~ WALLEYE HUNTER TRIPS ~ 
FORT PECK, CANYON FERRY, HOLTER LAKE

TROUT HUNTER (JET BOAT TRIPS) 
~ MISSOURI RIVER (LAND OF GIANTS)

DRIFT BOAT TRIPS 
~ MISSOURI, YELLOWSTONE, MADISON & BIG HORN RIVERS

      

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT                                                                          
CAPTAIN- FORREST FAWTHROP - OUTFITTER #20194

315 N. YELLOWSTONE – BOZEMAN, MT 59718                                                                              
~ US COAST GUARD LICENSED ~ 

   www.walleyehunteroutfitters.com                                                                                             
(406) 459-5352

MONTANA 6/PACK
FISH 6 DIFFERENT RIVERS 
OR LAKES IN 6 DAYS

MONTANA TRIPLE HEADER                               
FISH 3 DIFFERENT RIVERS 
OR LAKES IN 3 DAYS    

Ramp Up To ‘Skate Baits’ For
Aggressive 

Walleye Action
By Marty Glorvigen National Professional Angler’s Association
                       www.npaa.net
Unique bait and technique takes advantage of walleye biology

Fact: Walleyes are gluttons for super-sized meals. 
Why? A fish’s biological imperative is to conserve energy at all costs. 
Potential food has to yield a certain level of caloric return to validate 
the energy cost of its pursuit.
So, put a Sunday dinner spread in front of a walleye and more often than 
not, it’ll grab those easy calories. It’s like walleyes enter a reactionary 
mode at some point when confronted with giant baits where they just 
have to bite. This is the point when biology takes over. 
In the 1970s I discovered that walleyes (even two- to three-pound shore 
lunch fish) are quick to devour giant sucker minnows, waterdogs and 
other big forage up to a foot-long or more. Taken to its extreme, I was ordering 
40-gallons of foot-long salamanders at a time from Carl Lowrance, one of 
the grandfathers of fishing electronics. Much to my mom’s chagrin, my 
brother Scott and I kept them outside in a claw-foot bathtub we’d buried 
in her front yard.
But our waterdog hoarding was for good reason. 
We had discovered that they’re walleye-catching 
machines in deep weeds. And we caught some 
giants, though it soon became a hassle to have 
waterdogs shipped and trapping them locally 
was a headache. 
But we learned a valuable lesson during our 
waterdog years. Ramp up in bait size and you’ll catch walleyes, day-in-day-out. 
In the ‘80s we moved on to fishing big creek chubs and redtails. At the 
time, we were convinced redtails were the magic ingredient. But through 
countless hours on the water, we learned it had everything to do with bait 
size. To this day, I’ll take a giant creek chub over a medium-sized redtail. 
Walleyes As Opportunistic Feeders Now here’s an interesting phenomenon:
Three-pound walleyes will spit out a small shiner but hold on to a giant 
creek chub all the way to the boat. Kind of like the way a lion sinks its claws 
into fallen prey to keep it from circling hyenas. It’s Animal Planet stuff: 
Once a big walleye drops a kill - whether it’s a coughed up shiner, young of 
the year fish or foot-long chub - another walleye will gobble it up. Fish, like 
many creatures in the animal kingdom, walleyes are opportunistic feeders.
...Many times we’d hook a walleye and it’d spit a big, half-digested fish 
(some giants) on its way to the boat and we’d witness a trailing fish engulf 
the regurgitation. Again, easy calories. 
More Than A Fluke I started thinking there had to be a soft plastic 
that would accomplish the same thing we’d discovered using live bait. 
Taking full advantage of the countless soft plastics on tackle shop 
shelves, I experimented with everything.
It wasn’t long before I had that  ‘Eureka!’ moment when I started playing 
with fluke-style baits so popular with bass anglers. From that first cast 
with a white pearl 7-inch Zoom Magnum Super Fluke rigged upside down, 
it was game on. But since that time I’ve also found the Northland Impulse 
5-inch Jerk Minnow is also a solid bet. 
The first year I fished it from June into 
August and caught tons of fish. My first 
guess was the flukes were just that - a fluke 
- because that year the thermocline was 
just starting to set up and fish were holding 
at the edge of the weeds through mid-summer.
So the next year I fished ‘em from ice out 
to ice up and discovered you could catch 
walleyes all year long on ‘em. 
I was dumbstruck. (continued page 21)

        BROADWATER 
406.266.5207 • 800.336.2263
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Brought to you by
Say Hello To Success: Where to chase the Fish this Month

FLATHEAD VALLEY
LAKES

NOXON RAPIDS
RESERVOIR

ANACONDA 
SETTLING PONDS

FORT PECK RESERVOIR

THE BEST FISHING BRANDS!

Stores in Bozeman, Butte, Hamilton, Helena and Missoula.  Or shop online 24/7 at bobwards.com

The month of June promises to be 
some of the best fishing opportunities 
you will have throughout the year 
on area lakes, streams and reservoirs
in the West.  Run-off will take place
in early June as a cool start to spring 
has kept water levels in check.  
Warming temperatures will create 
a bit of turbulence on streams now, 
but expect exceptional fishing once 
things calm down.  Lakes that hold 
walleye, pike, bass and trout will 
be primed for some exciting times.  
Hungry fish will be extremely 
aggressive now as water temperatures 
begin to rise.  Lakes that hold walleye 
will be targeted by many anglers 
after their annual spawning period.
What a magnificent time of the year 
to set-up camp along a lake or 
stream and do some fishing, and 
what a wonderful time to spend 
and teach youngsters the values 
of spending time outdoors.  
The memories you create will last 
a lifetime!  Here’s a look at a few 
hot fishing spots to consider.  

Jim Muzynoski caught this 
huge walleye while fishing 
with his buddy Doug Stange
on Fort Peck.
Photo Kibler Charter
Fishing

We talk about Fort Peck Reservoir 
a lot here in the H&F News, and for 
good reason.  The fishing can be
truly some of the best fishing 

experiences you will ever have!  
Throughout the summer, you can 
expect impressive fishing days, and 
June is one of the best here.  The 
walleye will be migrating slowly from 
their spawning ground back into the 
main lake, and they will be feeding 
mainly on bait fish, cisco, being at 
the top of the list for walleye and 
northern pike now.  Casting jigs, 
spoons, spinnerbaits, Rapala lures 
in colors that replicate cisco should 
work well, (silver/black, purple/blue/
white combos work best).  Cast your
set-up to the shorelines, and slowly 
work it back to the boat, and be 
ready for the water to explode with 
action!  Trolling and casting along 
the edges out of Rock Creek in the 
Big Dry Arm is the place to be for 
super-sized walleye and northern 
pike now.  Exceptional smallmouth 
bass fishing can be had as well.  
The bass will strike on spoons, 
spinnerbaits, and spinners (orange, 
silver and chartreuse), in shallow 
bays and lake points.  Live minnows, 
the Glass Minnow jig from Kit’s Tackle 
or anything that will look like feeders 
will be productive to catch walleye.  
You can also fish for huge lake 
trout as the summer rolls on, fishing 
deeper water near the Dam. If you 
have not yet fished Fort Peck waters,

I would highly recommend using a 
guide for your first time out.  You 
can learn a plethora in one day, and 
save wasted time.  
Contact Kibler Charter Fishing at 
406-557-2503, Rock Creek
Marina at 406-485-2560 or Hell 
Creek Marina at 406-557-2345 for
accommodations and the latest
on Fort Peck.

In the Flathead Valley, area bass 
anglers are eager to get out now.  
Big trout aren’t the only game in 
town, and this is especially true in 
the lakes that hold fish in northwest 
Montana.  Fine bass fishing exists 
at Echo Lake near Big Fork. Lake 
Mary Ronan, and Blanchard Lake 
near Whitefish will all hold plenty 
of feisty smallmouth or largemouth 
bass.  Spinnerbaits, tube baits or 
jigs tipped with worms will collect 
the bass.  Fish in the 4 to 8 pound
category may be hauled in.  The 
next state record for largemouth 
bass could come out of one of these 
lakes this season.  The current state
record for largemouth bass is 8.8 lbs.
The previous Montana record largemouth 
weighed 8.29 lbs. and was caught 
east of Kalispell in Many Lakes in 1999.

The Anaconda Settling Ponds on the 
Warm Springs Wildlife Management 
Area offers excellent fishing throughout 
the summer months.  Located just 
off Interstate 90, these ponds hold 
some huge trout as well as bass.  
The “Hog Hole” pond #2 is known 
for its big rainbows.  All of the ponds 
have strict regulations with catch 
and release, using artificial lures, 
and no motorized boats are allowed.
It’s shore fishing or inflatables here.
Pond 3 works best for inflatable boats.

Trout that average 3 to 5 lbs. are
normal.  This is an ideal place to 
take the kids, as it has a separate 
kid’s pond to fish.  Kids can take 
2 trout daily from this pond.  Check 
regulations before you start here, 
as each pond differs.

Photo courtesy 
Montana B.A.S.S. Federation Nation
www.montanabass.com

Okay, so I left you hanging.  The 
current Montana State Record
largemouth bass was caught here, 
on Noxon Rapids Reservoir in 
May 2009 by Idaho angler, Darin
Williams, an 8.8 lb. 22.5” monster,
caught on a tube bait.  The lunker 
was released after weigh-in.
Located near Trout Creek, Montana,
you’ll find plenty of weeded bays 
where these bass like to spend 
most of their time.  You can troll 
the waters edge and toss out your 
favorite lure for largemouth and 
smallmouth bass, northern pike, 
perch, trout and walleye on this
fabulous fishing mecca in northwest 
Montana.  Try to fish some deep 
primary points, drop offs, and old 
river channels with rocky bottoms.  
Jigs, plastic and deep jerk baits will 
be your best bet for smallmouth.  
Use live bait for walleye, and 
anything that moves and mimics 
feeder fish for northern pike.  
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HELENA - MONTANA MOTORSPORTS & MARINE - 3654 Hwy. 12 East
406-449-6595 | montanamotorsportsandmarine.com

BILLINGS - MONTANA HONDA & MARINE - 2124 Goodman Road
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New 2013 Tracker 
Guide V-16 Laker Dlx T

New 2013 Tracker 1542 Lw Topper
New 2014 Tracker Pro Guide V-16

New 2012 Tracker Pro 165

America’s Best Selling Fishing Boat brand.
See us today for yours!

All TRACKER boats on
SALE NOW!

2 GREAT LOCATIONS - LOTS OF SELECTION!

Montana Motorsports & Marine - 3654 Hwy. 12 East, Helena  406-449-6595 or Montana Honda & Marine - 2124 Goodman Road, Billings 406-248-8261

CANYON FERRY
RESERVOIR

CLARK CANYON
RESERVOIR IDAHO FISHING NEWS

Fishing Canyon Ferry is a MUST in 
June.  The walleye fishing will be at 
its finest as these post-spawn fish 
become very active as the waters 
warm.  The Southern end of 
Canyon Ferry will warm up quickest, 
so you’ll want to fish along the 
gravelled shorelines here for the 
most activity.  Big rainbow trout will 
be on as well here.  Methodically, 
work these areas back and forth 
in the shallows to collect walleye 
around Cemetery Island, Magpie 
Bay, and along the eastern shoreline 
from Confederate to Goose Bay.
Tossing jigs tipped with a crawler 
will pick up the walleye.  Colorado 
Blades, or a trolling harness tipped 
with crawlers or leeches can be a 
good combo here.  Trolling wide 
running crankbaits in deeper water 
will pick up the big rainbows.  This 
lake is heavily stocked with trout 
each year making it one of Montana’s
most targeted lakes to fish.  Fly 
fishing is popular for rainbows,using 
sinking lines with large streamers.
Trout will generally be found above 
the 15 foot mark after they spawn 
in early spring.  

Generous stockings of rainbow trout
in this 5,000 acre lake near Dillon,
Montana have made this a stellar 
destination for anglers looking to 
land some of the prettiest rainbows 
in the state.  Due to warm water 
and fertility of the reservoir (hatches), 
these trout become very large and 
feed aggressively.  Trollers can 
catch plenty of nice sized trout.  
Brown trout colors as well as rainbow 
patterned lures work well.  Spin-fishers 
will find jigging successful until the 
weeds get too thick in mid-summer.  
Large streamers work well for fly 
fishing, while smaller flies fished on 
top will catch the rainbows.  You can 
plan a camping/fishing combination 
here, as the lake has plenty of 
access points and lies just off of 
Interstate 15.  Clark Canyon Reservoir 
is the headwaters of the Beaverhead
River and terminus of the Red Rock 
River.  This area is a phenomenal 
fishing destination.  All you need is 
some gear and some time to fish.

Good fishing.

Commission Approves Salmon Seasons on 
South Fork Salmon/Upper Salmon
 The Idaho Fish and Game Commission has approved fisheries for 
2014 on the South Fork Salmon River and the Upper Salmon River... 
Seasons will open on June 21 on both rivers. 
Limits on both rivers will be 4 fish per day. Only 2 of those fish may be 
adults. The possession limit will be 12 fish. Only 6 of those fish may be 
adults. The season limit for spring/summer Chinook salmon in Idaho is 
20 adult salmon. The season limit applies to all Chinook salmon fisheries 
before September 1. Any angler who has recorded 20 spring/summer 
Chinook salmon on a permit must discontinue fishing regardless of where 
those fish were harvested. 
The South Fork Salmon River will be open from the bridge on Forest Service 
Road 48 (Lick Creek Road) upstream approximately 32 river miles to 
a posted boundary 100 yards downstream from the IDFG weir. Fishing 
hours on the South Fork Salmon River will be 5:30 am to 10:00 pm. 
The Upper Salmon River will be open from a posted boundary 100 yards 
upstream from the mouth of the North Fork Salmon River to a posted 
boundary 100 yards downstream from the IDFG weir at Sawtooth Hatchery 
south of Stanley. Fishing hours on the Upper Salmon River will be from 
5:00 am to 10:00 pm.
 
For more information on salmon fishing seasons and rules, visit the Fish 
and Game website at: http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/public/fish/?get-
Page=110ormation.
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Moraine Fishing Access Site on the Stillwater River MFWP

MFWP Map

MFWP Photo

Moraine Fishing Access Site is located on the Stillwater River 32 miles from the 
mouth on the left hand side as you face downstream.  Buffalo Jump is the next access 
site upstream from Moraine. 
Game Fish Opportunities:
Brook Trout, Brown Trout, Mountain Whitefish, Rainbow Trout, Yellowstone Cutthroat Trout
All Species Present:  Brook Stickleback, Brook Trout, Brown Trout, Lake Chub, 
Longnose Dace, Longnose Sucker, Mottled Sculpin, Mountain Sucker, 
Mountain Whitefish, Rainbow Trout, White Sucker, Yellowstone Cutthroat Trout
NOTE: There may be game fish present (including Species of Concern) that 
are not listed in the game fish category due to low numbers for that fish. 
Until you identify your catch, please handle all fish carefully. Thank you.
Open: January 1 - December 31        

PRIMITIVE CAMPGROUNDSize: 60 acres
Nearest Town: Big Timber
Directions:  16.1 miles west of Absarokee 
                     on Hwy 420. 
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1944 Birch St., Missoula, MT 
Call for a free estimate (406) 721-0881
visit us on the web at www.mountainstatescollisionrepair.com

“Where Honesty & Quality Come Together”

Mountain States
Collision Repair, Inc.

Ding, dent or major 
body work we can help.

Don’t Miss a Day on the Water!

*All vehicles, boats,
trailers, and more.
We repair them all.
*Affordable prices
*Lifetime guarantee

Call today and
let us help you
get out on the
water.

Recipe Corner

Creamy Walleye Salad
By Kris Winkelman

Dressing:

½ cup  sour cream
½ cup Mayo
1 Tbsp lemon juice
1 Tbsp honey
1 Tbsp mustard
1 Tbsp fresh dill
Salt & pepper

12 oz medium shell pasta (cooked, rinsed & cooled)
3-4 walleye fillets (cooked & flaked)
1 diced red pepper
1 diced green pepper
1 bunch green onions
1 cup shredded cheese

In small bowl combine: sour cream, mayo, lemon juice, honey, 
mustard, dill, salt and pepper.

Place shells in serving bowl: Add cheese, walleye, peppers, onions 
and pour dressing over the top. Mix well and refrigerate before serving.

Sue’s Fish and Chips
Ingredients:

Drops of lemon juice
8 Tbsp butter
1/4 cup onion (slivered)
Small can shrimp
Salt & pepper
Juice of 1/2 lemon
1/2 cup crushed potato chips.

Place fish in foil. Top with lemon juice, butter, onions, shrimp and 
season with salt and pepper. Then coat fish with potato chips. 
Carefully fold aluminum foil and place on hot grill until fish flakes.

Have a favorite recipe you would like to share?
Email recipe and photo to:
huntingfishingnews@yahoo.com
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Frabill’s Crankbait Net not only saves time but frustration when it comes to a 
healthy release and getting back to fishing quickly. Photo courtesy Frabill.

Cast. Reel. Stop! Count to 30. Twitch. Wait... now another twitch, twitch. Stop! Let it sit. No, longer... Okay, twitch it again.  Wham!
Strikes on suspending jerkbaits or large soft-plastics nipped onto ultra-lightweight jig heads can be so violent, you’d swear it’s more about settling a 
score than filling the gullet. Remarkable, though, ferocious strikes can ensue when the water temperature is quite low; downright cold; so chilly, in fact, 
you wouldn’t think bass could muster such a punch.
But the sun’s springtime rays are slowly warming the lake and—in comparison to the harsh winter conditions the fish just suffered—it now feels basically 
balmy to these cold-blooded creatures. 
Generally, as soon as the temperature readings hedge into the mid-40s, it’s time to throw these two lures, as they can be fished slowly, yet still offer 
plenty of action.
The waiting game  Enter...bass guide Chris Noffsinger...The moment Noffsinger notes surface temperatures tickling the 43-degree mark, he rummages 
through Plano tackle totes in search of a suspending jerkbait. It’s the lure he and his clients use until the water warms into the high 50’s.
“I have my customers pause the bait so long between twitches that some of them actually get bored,” says Noffsinger. “But the next thing you know 
there’s a big bass engulfs their bait and boredom instantly turns to elation.”
Noffsinger targets water depths from the super skinny, say, 2-feet, down to 18-feet. Here, his tactic is to cast, reel in only a few feet for a quick dive, 
and then just let the lure sit motionless. Sometimes suspending up to two minutes before giving it another twitch. 
“It was quite by accident I found that letting a lure sit suspended in the water column, doing nothing, was a technique,” said Noffsinger. “It started a few 
years back when I set my rod down to answer my cell phone, and, after several minutes, realized my lure was swimming away.”
When it comes to equipment, Noffsinger uses a 6 1/2-foot medium-action rod with a fast tip. Fluorocarbon of 8-pound test is his line preference. 
My personal favorite for employing this method is the 6-foot 8-inch St. Croix Legend Tournament Bass in the same action. Superline in the identical 
test is another low-stretch option that works well for spinning combos.
As for the size of suspending jerkbaits, it’s good to have an assortment on hand.  Match one to a size similar of the forage-fish in the system and you’ll 

get bit more often. Baits from 3- to 4-3/4 inches are routine fish catchers.
Motion detector  Sometimes the best trigger for strikes is a lure that falls ultra-slow 
through the water column, looking like a minnow on its last leg... er, fin.
Soft plastics poured with deep ribs for more water resistance, as well a wide minnow-like 
profile—such as a 3- or 4-inch Custom Jigs & Spin’s Moxi—will descend at a creep when 
threaded onto a lightweight jig head like a 1/16-, 3/32- or 1/8-ounce H20 Precision Jig. 
Just cast it out, give it a jerk or two and let it fall. Another tug or two and the lightweight 
lure will swim back up, and then fall once more during the pause. 
Quick on the scoop  Catch and release is a vital component to a healthy fishery, especially 
during times when the bite is grand, yet, the fish haven’t even had the chance to spawn. 
While “lipping” a smallie can be efficient, it can also be dangerous to the thumb of any 
angler with razor-sharp hooks dangling off lures. 
Scooping up a smallie with a quality net, especially one that has a mesh bag that won’t 
tangle fish and hooks is essential. Frabill’s series of “Crankbait Net” allows hooks to be 
removed quickly, without tangles, and fish go back without missing a flare of a gill. It’s a 
healthy release of the fish as well as less frustrating for anglers undoing hooks. What a 
relief for both man and fish. 
Twitch, There It Is! If catching (and releasing) a boatload of smallmouth bass is your idea
of a grand time the moment the waters start to warm, then by all means give suspending
jerkbaits and slow-sinking soft-plastics a try. 

 Whatever you do, don’t overdo it, but rather work baits painstakingly slow. Let suspending
 jerkbaits sit longer than you think you should, while letting slow falling plastics take their  
             own sweet time...

                                          www.Markslakemaps.com    
        (406) 457-9197       

mreller@mt.net
  Box 949, Helena, MT  59624

COONEY RESERVOIR
NOW AVAILABLE!

FOR ALL YOUR
WALLEYE NEEDS

- KIT’S TACKLE
- WORM HARNESSES

- LEECHES & NIGHT CRAWLERS

        Fishing Gear & Bait
    Biggest Cigar Selection •Coldest Beer Around 

       Novelty Section
           2 LOCATIONS

615 Helena Ave. corner Last Chance Gulch & Helena Ave. 406.443.8084
OR ON YOUR WAY TO THE LAKE 

at 200 S. Montana Off Highway 12 East - East Helena 406.227.6519

      (Bulk bait available - call ahead)

 

Twitch, There It Is! By Mitch Eagan  The strike’s so violent you’d swear it’s more about settling a score
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Ramp Up To ‘Skate Baits’ For
Aggressive Walleye action

(continued from page 14)

From a casting perspective, depths between 15 and 25 feet are typically 
hard to fish. I thought, wow, now finally here’s a bait that works effectively
at those depths. I started positioning on deep weedlines, rocks and 
breaks with even deeper water access.  More walleyes - and all sizes 
- not just big fish, but lots of quality 2-, 3- and 4-pound fish inhaling the 
giant soft plastics, too! 
More Than Match The Hatch  I learned it was more than match the 
hatch. It wasn’t that walleyes thought they were ciscoes or smelt. 
Walleyes keyed in on the Magnum Flukes because of size, water 
displacement and speed, just like a giant creek chub. And when I say 
speed, it has nothing to do with the bait cadence. It has everything 
to do with covering water fast...something we wanted to do all along, 
but couldn’t accomplish with livebait.
The other reason they proved effective is that they represent the kind 
of scenario walleyes are scanning for 24/7 - a free lunch of dying or 
wounded meat coughed up by fellow fish. 
Here’s the thing, while I experimented with lots of colors, even those 
that even more closely match forage patterns like shiners, herring and 
ciscoes, white pearl won out every time. 
Why? Solid white mimics the color of the stuff walleyes cough-up, 
half-digested by stomach acid and on a slow sink. And that’s why rigging 
the fluke upside down is so important. 
Ever watch a wounded baitfish? They kind of twitch and skate along 
through the water column. With the Magnum Fluke inverted, pops of 
the rod tip cause the bait to displace water and skate along in a way 
that suggests stunned, easy-to-eat prey. Besides easy visibility, 
white Magnum Flukes also have the kind of bulk that a walleye 
picks up via its lateral line from a long way away. 
In between pops of the rod tip, the bait falls in a way that perfectly mimics 
this dance of the dead. Hence, the presentation became known as a 
“skate bait,” although my brother jokingly suggested “The God-Awful.” 
While the bait looks deceptively simple, correct rigging is essential 
to put it to work for you. 
Rig Your Skate Bait Right Simply thread a Magnum Fluke upside down 
on a Northland 3/8- to 1/4-ounce silver shiner-colored Mimic Minnow Jig 
Head and you can attach a Northland three-inch Sting’r Hook as insurance. 
Then, to make sure the plastic stays on the hook fish after fish, run a 
bead of Krazy Glue between the head of the jig and Fluke body. 
When it comes to rods and line, there are also a couple key components 
to making the skate bait system win for walleyes.  
First, the use of a quality superline like 20-pound Northland Walleye 
Braid or Sufix 832 on a fast-action medium-heavy spinning rod like a 
7-foot medium-heavy St. Croix Legend Xtreme is a must for working this 
bait. The braid responds quicker at greater depths using a pop-pop-pause 
cadence, not unlike how you’d fish a deep-water jigging spoon. 
Plus, it seems to create a better and more seamless skating action. 
Also, make sure to attach a three-foot section of 30-pound premium 
monofilament leader to prevent the shock of the rod action and fish strikes 
from breaking off your bait. Although you can use a double-uni or other 
line-to-leader knot, I opt for the no-fail performance of a size 10 or 12 barrel 
swivel like the Aquateko InvisiSwivel. Attach the skate bait to the mono 
leader with a palomar knot. 
Debriefing Skate baits have opened my eyes to the untapped potential 
of casting soft plastics for walleyes. It’s proven to me that paying attention 
to fish behavior can help anglers build presentation systems that work 
not only seasonally, but throughout the entire open-water calendar. 
Without a shadow of doubt, skate baits and jerk minnow-type baits 
have proven to me that walleyes will consistently take advantage 
of a big, free meal, especially something that looks dying or wounded. 
And, when it comes to size, if you think you’re fishing something too big, 
well, you’re probably on the right track. Just talk to a few muskie fishermen 
about when, where and how often they catch walleyes on giant baits!...
My next experiment? You got it - ramping up to even bigger soft plastics 
for skate baiting! 

WE’VE GOT YOUR RIDE
RANGER•CRESTLINER•LARSON•SEA-RAY•SUPRA•STRATOS•MOOMBA 

PREMIER PONTOONS•SEA-DOO•CAN-AM•SKI-DOO
MERCURY•YAMAHA•EVINRUDE•HONDA MARINE

406-443-7373 
 3186 Hwy. 12 East, Helena

www.onewaymarine.com 
 Full Parts & Service Departments

Sleeping Giant Prop Repair On Site To Repair Your Props!

31 years in business!

1850 LS Reata
2 in stock

   1 only

2050 Reata

386 XF
DON’T MISS OUT ON YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO OWN ONE OF 

THE BEST FISHING BOATS AROUND!

2 in stock

Starting at 
ONLY $35,995 
Very Nicely Equipped

 BLOW OUT    
  PRICING         NEW 2013 Models

No more bank fishing!
CATCH MORE FISH
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www.powerequipment.honda.com
Read the owner’s manual before operating Honda Power Equipment.  Connection of a 
generator to house power requires a transfer device to avoid possible injury to power company 
personnel.  Consult a qualified electrician.  Not all dealers carry all products.
Consult your local Yellow Pages.  © 2014 American Honda Motor Co., Inc.

BILLINGS
Billings Construction Supply

5514 King Avenue, East
(406) 248-8355

billingsconstructionsupply.com
Generators only

BOZEMAN
Owenhouse Hardware

36 East Main St.
(406) 587-5401
owenhouse.com

HELENA
One Way Marine & Motor Sports, Inc.

3186 Hwy. 12 E.
(406) 443-7373

onewaymarine.com
Generators only

See one of these Honda dealers today
for your Honda product.

GLASGOW
Farm Equipment Sales, Inc.

54275 Hwy. 2 East
(406) 228-2496

fesmt.com

PLENTYWOOD
Farm Equipment Sales, Inc.

804 East 1st Ave.
(406) 765-1531

fesmt.com

CULBERTSON
Farm Equipment Sales, Inc.

21 West 2nd St.
(406) 787-6201

fesmt.com

CIRCLE
Farm Equipment Sales, Inc.

Hwy. 200 East
(406) 485-2145

fesmt.com

Honda Lawn Mowers.
Very Smart.

HRR216VKA Lawn Mower
• Smart Drive™- Choose your own walking speed 
• Twin Blades - Better mulching and Finer Clippings 
• 3 in 1 Standard - Bag, Mulch & Rear Discharge

EM5000sx
• 5000 Watts Max 
• Runs up to 11.2 hrs 
  on 6.2 gallons of fuel

EU6500is
• 6500 Watts Max 
• Super Quiet (60db)
• Runs up to 14 hrs on 
  4.5 gallons of fuel

EB10000AH
• 10,000 Watt, 120/240
• Better fuel efficiency & 
  lowest noise rating

EU2000i & 
EU2000i Companion

DOUBLE YOUR POWER WITH 
  PARALLEL CAPABILITY

HHT25SLTA Trimmer
Honda’s lightest 4-stroke 
trimmer doesn’t skimp on
power and performance

WT20

FRC800 Tiller
• 20” Tilling Width • 12” Tine Diameter

Break New Ground
Without

Breaking a Sweat

Power You 
Can Trust

WMP20X
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Don’t Miss the 

FIVE VALLEYS ARCHERY CLUB
BEAR SHOOT 2014

JUNE 14th & 15th
36th ANNUAL FAMILY FUN SHOOT 

80 3-D TARGETS: 40 each day. 
Four separate loops of 20 targets.

Shoot two different loops of 20 targets each day.
These two shoots are at the same location

 for a weekend full of archery fun.

Primitive camping available on site.
Bring your own firewood.  
Bear proof gear required.

Contact: Paul Roush 
@ 406-544-2169 or 

FVAC@Live.com or visit
Five Valleys Archery Club on Facebook

Held at The Clearwater Junction, 
45 miles East of Missoula on Hwy. 200.
Concessions by Pards Tummy Teasers

FIVE VALLEYS 
ARCHERY CLUB 
Annual Bear Shoot

June 14 & 15

Trophies awarded to top 3 places in each flight on Sunday afternoon.
Participation awards for all Cubs.

You must shoot both days and be flighted on Sunday to be 
eligible for trophies.

Shoot all of Green Course one day and all of Orange Course the other day
to be eligible for trophies. 

Saturday’s top shooters in each division will be flighted and groups will
leave at 8:00am on Sunday.

Two days of nothing but 
shooting your bow.

This will be the BIGGEST 
ARCHERY EVENT OF THE YEAR. 
Come have fun with friends, 

family,
and other Bowhunters. 

Saturday afternoon - additional fun shoots to be announced on site.

LINCOLN
PART PARADISE, PART WILDERNESS

Nestled in 2 acres of ponderosa pines
All rooms have cable TV, microwave, 
refrigerators, coffee pot •
Kitchenettes • Laundry room 
Sauna • Free WiFi
Reasonable rates 

LEEPER’S 
  PONDEROSA 
MOTEL

110 1st Avenue, Lincoln, MT.
(406) 362-4333

Pets welcome

The heart of hunting, fishing & snowmobiling

Beard Collectors?
Reprinted with permission from Bowhunting.net
For more please go to:  www.bowhunting.net

By Jason Herbert Sponsored by  Robinson Outdoors, 
Tree Spider & ScentBlocker Products

When we think of the Bone Collector team we think of Michael, Nick 
and T-Bone. We think of the fun loving trio of hardcore road warriors, 
chasing big game all across the planet. We think of giant Midwestern 
whitetails hitting the ground, grueling spot and stalk Western hunts for 
trophy class elk and mule deer, gigantic North American moose and all 
sorts of other game. Along with chasing trophies, another passion for 
the Bone Collector team is spring turkey hunting. In fact, ScentBlocker’s 
new Thunder Chicken turkey vest was designed in part by the input and 
based on supporting the product needs of the Brotherhood themselves. 
I recently had a chance to talk with the Bone Collector trio and pick their 
brains about how they like to chase spring longbeards.
Local natural resource agencies and the National Wild Turkey Federation 
have done a great job in recent years bringing healthy turkey populations 
back all across the country. Growing up in Georgia, T-Bone and Michael 
started chasing turkeys when they were teenagers. Without being too 
specific about his age, Michael shared “… I’ve been hunting turkeys 
since I was fourteen years old, so I guess I’ve been hunting about twenty 
six or twenty seven years.”

“I started hunting turkeys when I was twelve.” Nick shared. 
“My dad and I would hunt them in the fall while we were deer hunting. 
Once I turned fourteen and got my drivers license, I started hunting 
them in the spring too.” (continued on page 31)

The Bone Collector guys 
after a successful snowy mountain turkey hunt.

CIRCLE
Farm Equipment Sales, Inc.

Hwy. 200 East
(406) 485-2145

fesmt.com

EM5000sx
• 5000 Watts Max 
• Runs up to 11.2 hrs 
  on 6.2 gallons of fuel
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2001 W. BROADWAY, MISSOULA 
1-800-823-2221 • 406-728-4040

www.rangitschbrosrv.com

SEE US TODAY FOR YOUR RV!
 Western Montana’s Largest Jayco Dealer

TRUSTED SINCE 1958

 
$11,990

OUTDOORS RV BLACK ROCK 17B

2015 JAYCO JAY FLIGHT SLX
195RB    

Rear corner bed, front 
fold-down sofa, bench 
dinette, roof a/c. Kitchen 
has 3 burner range w/oven, 
refrigerator, double sink 
w/hi-rise faucet, flip-up 
counter extension. 
Rear bath has tub/shower 
combo w/skylight. 

Optioned With Power Tongue Jack, XL Power Awning, Coleman Mach 13.5 A/C, 
Four Season Insulation Pkg., 15” Spare Tire & Cover, 6 Gallon LP 11ov Water Heater

$17,990

6 Gallon Water Heater, Front 
Diamond Plate, Patio Awning, 
Pleated Shades, Stabilizer Jacks

...On this anniversary of IMBD, Ducks Unlimited says wetland 
conditions in the continent’s best “Duck Factory” are above average 
this year, but without sustained efforts to conserve wetland and 
grassland habitat, the future may not be bright for nesting birds.
“Abundant precipitation last fall, adequate winter snowfall and a good 
frost seal across much of the Duck Factory resulted in water refilling 
wetlands this spring,” said Rick Warhurst, DU senior regional biologist 
at the Great Plains Regional Office in Bismarck. 
“Wetland conditions are good to very good across 
a large portion of the Prairie Pothole Region and 
large numbers of waterfowl have settled in the 
region this spring.”
The PPR, which extends 300,000 square miles from Iowa to Alberta, 
produces up to 70 percent of the continent’s waterfowl. The wetlands 
and grasslands provide safe nesting habitat for many different species 
of migratory birds...
Sustainability of today’s healthy waterfowl 
populations depends on intact wetlands and 
secure grassland habitat for nesting in the future. 
“DU remains concerned about the effects of 
wetland drainage, continuing loss of native prairie
and loss of Conservation Reserve Program 
grassland in the PPR,” said Johann Walker, 
DU director of conservation programs in the Dakotas and Montana...

© Fullempty | Dreamstime.com

Waterfowl Beginning To Nest 
In The Prairies Ducks Unlimited

New for 2014 HEVI-Shot® announces a new waterfowl shell.  You can 
improve on the performance of HEVI-Shot®, yet the price of tungsten 
has driven it to a point that it’s only for those special trips.  We developed 
Speed Ball™, which has HEVI-Shot® performance at half the price but 
still runs about $2.00 per shell. 
HEVI-Metal® is a waterfowler’s dream.  With over 26% more pellets on 
target it almost bags your bird for you.  It’s still running you about $1 a shell. 
With the economy continually going down we needed to develop a 
shell for those of us who go out and hunt every day during season at a 
price that wouldn’t break the bank.  HEVI-Steel® is the answer to that 
dilemma.  An all steel shotshell available in 12 ga 3-1/2” 1-3/8 oz 1550 
fps #BBB, #BB, #1, #2, #3 and #4; 12 ga 3” 1-1/4 oz 1500 fps #BBB, 
#BB, #1, #2, #3 and #4; 12 ga 2-3/4” 1-1/8 oz 1500 fps #1, #2 and #3; 
20 gauge 3” 1 oz 1400 fps #1, #2 and #3; we have a size for everyone.  
Packed in 25 rd boxes. 
MSRP 12 ga 3-1/2” - $17.99 per box of 25 
MSRP 12 ga 3” - $15.99 per box of 25 
MSRP 12 ga 2-3/4” - $15.49 per box of 25 
MSRP 20 ga 3” - $15.49 per box of 25
For more information contact Kelly Sorensen, VP of Sales & Marketing 
at ksorensen@hevishot.com or at 541-367-3522

HEVI-Steel® - Hunt Every Day Without 
Breaking The Bank HEVI-Shot
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Republic Services of Montana Female Hunting 
Participation 
Increasing, 
RMEF Hails Growth
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation

The Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation 
applauds recent research that 
indicates more female hunters are 
heading into the woods, mountains 
and backcountry than ever before. 
“Hunting is not just for ‘good old 
boys,’” said David Allen, RMEF 
president and CEO. “More and 
more young girls, teenagers and 
women of all ages are getting out 
in the field. That’s a great thing 
and not just for them personally, 
but also because it bodes well for 
ensuring the future of conservation 
and our hunting heritage.” 
Data accumulated by the National 
Shooting Sports Foundation from 
participation studies conducted 
by the National Sporting Goods 
Association shows a combination 
of 3,346,000 women, toting either 
a rifle or a bow, actively hunted in
2012 compared to 3,041,000 in 2008. 
That growth of 305,000 
represents a 10 percent 
increase in just four 
years. 
In contrast, hunting participation 
over that same time period was just 
1.9 percent for males. 
Those numbers also mirror the 
overall growth of hunter participation 
on a larger scale in other recent 
research. The 2011 National 
Survey of Fishing, Hunting, and 
Wildlife-Associated Recreation 
showed a nine percent increase 
among American men and women 
16 years and older from 2006 to 
2011. Over that same time period, 
the percentage of female participation 
among all hunters jumped from 
9.6 percent in 2006 to 11 percent 
in 2011. 
“Hunting is an American tradition. 
That way of life holds true despite 
gender, ethnicity or location. 
The fact that more girls and 
women are making their way in the 
woods or on the water only 
increases our ties to the wildlife 
and land around us,” added Allen.

The Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation celebrates its 30th birthday by 
honoring its past while looking to accelerate its mission in the present 
and future. 
“It’s almost unimaginable to see how far we’ve come as an organization 
since we struggled just to keep our heads above water three decades 
ago,” said Charlie Decker, RMEF co-founder. 

“The reason we made it is because of our strong 
base of volunteers. I am so grateful for them.” 
“The growth and on-the-ground accomplishments of the RMEF is 
a tremendous blessing,” said Bob Munson, RMEF co-founder. 
“Our members, volunteers and staffers are like a family. They really 
care and make a difference for elk and elk country every day.” 
Munson and Decker were among four hunters from northwest Montana 
who recognized the need to establish an organization dedicated to elk 
and elk habitat. Together, they founded the RMEF on May 14, 1984, 
and set up shop in the back room of a trailer house in Troy, Montana. 
Just a few years later, RMEF facilitated its first land acquisition and 
received a major donation that kick-started years of growth and success. 
“We won’t remove our foot off the accelerator but it is important to take 
a moment and look in the rear view mirror to reflect back on the roots 
of this great organization. When you see all the effort and sacrifice it 
took to establish it, you develop a greater appreciation for where we 
are today,” said David Allen, RMEF president and CEO. 

Since 1984, RMEF protected or enhanced more than 6.4 million 
acres of elk habitat, reintroduced elk to six states and one 
Canadian province, and opened or secured access to more 
than 708,000 acres for hunters and others to enjoy. 
Today, RMEF has more than 203,000 members including 
10,000-plus volunteers in 500 chapters who work tirelessly 
to raise funds for elk country while also taking part in 
boots-on-the-ground conservation and hunting heritage projects, 
and spreading the word that Hunting Is Conservation. 
“We are doing more today than ever before to ensure the future of elk, 
other wildlife, their habitat and our hunting heritage. And we maintain 
that same ‘Full speed ahead!’ course established by the passion and 
determination of our founders,” added Allen. 
RMEF will celebrate 30 Years of Volunteers at its Elk Camp national 
convention December 4-7, 2014, in Las Vegas...

RMEF Celebrates 
30 Years of Conservation
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation

WSF Establishes 
Montana State University 
Scholarship Wild Sheep Foundation

On May 1, the Wild Sheep 
Foundation established a $60,000 
endowed scholarship at Montana 
State University in Bozeman, to 
promote wild sheep conservation, 
education, and management. 
Named the Wild Sheep Foundation,
Kevin Hurley Wild Sheep Biology
Award, this scholarship was 
established to recognize and 
acknowledge the dedication and 
career achievements of WSF 
Conservation Director Kevin Hurley 
of Cody, WY. This award will provide 
an annual $2,400 scholarship and/
or education award in perpetuity, 
to graduate and/or upper-level 
undergraduate students at MSU 
focusing their research and career 
preparation on wild sheep, mountain
goats, and similar mountain ungulates.      
“The WSF Board unanimously 
approved $50,000 for this 
endowed scholarship in Kevin’s 
name in December 2013, as our 
way of recognizing Kevin’s 38-year 
wildlife career, with over 33 years 
focused on wild sheep conservation
and management,” stated WSF 
Chairman Marc Hansen of Chester 
Springs, Pennsylvania. “In addition
to that $50,000 start, WSF members 
Russ and Debi Young of Addison, 
Texas donated another $9,000, 
and Kevin Hurley donated the final 
$1,000 himself, establishing our 
$60,000 corpus,” noted Hansen. 
The first award of $2,400 will be 
presented in fall 2015, following 
a one-year holding period for the 
fund to grow through earnings.  
In addition, WSF members Carl 
Phillips and Anna Lukasik of 
Portland, Oregon donated another 
$10,000 to WSF for this program, 
directing immediate use of their 
donation to deserving MSU wildlife 
management students. Working 
closely with MSU Director of 
Development Ms. Kelly Meredith 
and Dr. Robert Garrott, Director of 
MSU’s Fish & Wildlife Ecology and 
Management Program, Thornton 
and Hurley developed criteria and 
a timetable to present two $4,000 
awards to MSU students, with one 
award to be presented in June 2014 
and the second award to be 
presented in September 2014...
“These gifts represent $70,000 of 
dedicated mission funding by WSF and 
our altruistic members,” added WSF 
President & CEO Gray N. Thornton...
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Secretary Jewell Announces $1.1 Billion to State 
Wildlife Agencies from Excise Taxes on Anglers, 
Hunters, and Boaters
Recreational Users Provide Support for Critical Conservation Projects
U.S. Department of the Interior

Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell announced...that the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service will distribute nearly $1.1 billion in excise tax 
revenues paid by sportsmen and sportswomen to state and territorial 
fish and wildlife agencies to fund fish and wildlife conservation and 
recreation projects across the nation... MONTANA   -  $27,779,751
“People who enjoy hunting, fishing, boating and recreational shooting 
provide a strong foundation for conservation funding in this country,” 
Jewell said. “The taxes they pay on equipment and boating fuel support 
critical fish and wildlife management and conservation efforts, create 
access for recreational boating, and underpin education programs 
that help get kids outdoors.” 
The Service apportions the funds to all 50 states and territories 
through the Pittman-Robertson Wildlife Restoration and Dingell-Johnson 
Sport Fish Restoration programs. Revenues come from excise taxes 
generated by the sale of sporting firearms, ammunition, archery 
equipment, fishing equipment and tackle, and electric outboard 
motors. Recreational boaters also contribute to the program through 
fuel taxes on motorboats and small engines.
“Anyone who enjoys our nation’s outdoor heritage should thank 
hunters, anglers, recreational boaters and target shooters,” said 
Dan Ashe, director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. “Through 
the Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program, these individuals 
have created a 75-year legacy for conservation of critical wildlife 
habitat and improved access to the outdoors for everyone.” 
The total distributions this year are $238.4 million higher than last 
year because of the inclusion of funds that were not distributed last 
year because of the government sequester and an increase in excise 
tax receipts from sales of firearms and ammunition in the Wildlife 
Restoration Trust Fund. 
The Pittman-Robertson Wildlife Restoration Program apportionment 
for 2014 totals a record $760.9 million, which includes $20 million 
that was sequestered from FY 2013 but subsequently returned to the 
Wildlife Restoration Trust Fund. 
The Dingell-Johnson Sport Fish Restoration Program apportionment 
for 2014 totals $325.7 million, which includes $18.5 million that was 
sequestered from FY 2013 but subsequently returned to the Sport 
Fish Restoration Trust Fund. The FY 2014 Sport Fish Restoration 
apportionment is $34.1 million lower than FY 2013 due to lower 
domestic fishing equipment excise tax receipts. 
The Service’s Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program reimburses 
up to 75 percent of the cost of each eligible project, while state fish 
and wildlife agencies contribute a minimum of 25 percent, generally 
using hunting and fishing license revenues as the required non-federal 
match.
Funding is paid by manufacturers, producers and importers and is 
distributed by the Service’s Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program 
to each state and territory...
The Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Programs have generated 
a total of more than $15 billion since their inception – in 1937 in the 
case of the Pittman-Robertson Wildlife Restoration Program and 
1950 for the Dingell-Johnson Sport Fish Restoration Program – to 
conserve fish and wildlife resources. The recipient fish and wildlife 
agencies have matched these program funds with more than 
$5 billion. This funding is critical to sustaining healthy fish and wildlife 
populations and providing opportunities for all to connect with nature...

TAKE ANOTHER SHOT
AT THE DREAM 
2014 SuperTag 
Chances On Sale 
MFWP

Montana’s SuperTag chances 
for the hunt of a lifetime are on sale.
Hunters can win the SuperTag 
drawing by purchasing one or 
more $5 SuperTag chances for 
the fall 2014 hunting season. 
The deadline to purchase 
SuperTag chances is July 3.
Eight SuperTag hunt licenses are 
offered—moose, bighorn sheep, 
mountain goat, elk, deer, antelope, 
mountain lion and bison. Winners 
may hunt any district open to the 
species for which they won a tag.
Proceeds from SuperTag sales 
go to enhance hunting access 
and enforcement. SuperTags 
are available at all FWP offices, 
license providers, or online at 
fwp.mt.gov. Click “Montana’s 
SuperTag.” A 2014 conservation 
license is needed to purchase a 
SuperTag.

Pheasants Wasted 
and Dumped East 
of Great Falls MFWP

State game wardens are seeking 
information regarding the 
dumping of nearly two dozen 
dead pheasants east of 
Great Falls.

Wardens were notified May 7 of 
a pile of dead pheasants at the 
intersection of U.S. Highway 89 
and Hastings Road. They found 
20 roosters and three hen 
pheasants.

Anyone with information about 
this incident is urged to call 
Fish, Wildlife and Parks game 
wardens Kqyn Kuka, 750-3574, 
or Tegan Winters, 788-8552, 
or 1-800-TIPMONT. 

Informants are kept confidential 
and may be eligible for a 
reward.
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REGIONAL NEWS
CPW Continues Evaluation Of Tiger 
Muskie As Alternative For Anglers

Jake Fleshman of Wheat Ridge displays the 
37-1/2-inch tiger muskie he caught on light trout 
tackle at Evergreen Lake. CPW photo.

Colorado Parks and Wildlife will continue their evaluation of tiger 
muskie as an alternative angling opportunity on the Western Slope.  
After the stocking of 140 tiger muskie in Harvey Gap Reservoir last 
year, agency biologists plan to add more of the large fish to the 
well-known fishery...
CPW aquatic biologists say their goal is to answer the call from many 
anglers looking for more warm and cool water fishing opportunities in 
the western part of the state. Another benefit of the introduction is that 
tiger muskie, the hatchery-produced sterile offspring of northern pike 
and muskie, are considered a sport fish species that may be more 
compatible with the efforts to recover four endangered native fishes, 
when compared to other sport fish that are not sterile hybrids.
“We are continuing the evaluation phase of this project,” said Aquatic 
Biologist Lori Martin. “This introduction of the non-native species last 
year was well received. There is still potential for tiger muskie to 
become a viable alternative to northern pike.”
The Upper Colorado River Endangered Fish Recovery Program, a 
partnership of several states and agencies including Colorado, has 
identified the northern pike, smallmouth bass and other predators as 
significant obstacles to the recovery of the endangered Colorado 
pikeminnow, humpback chub, bonytail chub and razorback sucker.
The large, aggressive tiger muskie often grow over 50 inches and can 
weigh up to 30 pounds. They can feed on smaller northern pike, potentially 
minimizing their numbers. In addition, because the fish do not reproduce, 
biologists believe their introduction here and in other waters across the 
Western Slope could have positive benefits for the recovery program. 
“These fish are an excellent alternative to northern pike and fit within 
our management objectives for native fish,” adds Martin. “If the 
evaluation is a success and these fish thrive in Harvey Gap, it could 
be a win-win situation for everyone.”
The tiger muskie being stocked in Harvey Gap are raised by students at 
Limon High School. The school’s hatchery is part of a unique aquaculture 
class funded by Colorado Parks and Wildlife and other partners. As 
part of the class curriculum, the students will accompany the fish and 
help with the stocking, the final phase of their fish-rearing efforts.
To protect the newly introduced species, which can be easily mistaken 
for northern pike, spear fishing, bow fishing and the use of gigs to take 
northern pike at Harvey Gap State Park remains prohibited.  These 
methods of taking northern pike remain legal at other waters including 
nearby Rifle Gap State Park. In addition, Colorado Parks and Wildlife 
regulations allow the possession of one tiger muskie 36 inches or 
longer in length...

Nevada Implements Bighorn Ewe Hunts 
To Manage Growing Populations
The Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners voted in 
their January/February 2014 meeting to allow bighorn 
sheep ewe hunting at the recommendation of the Nevada 
Department of Wildlife (NDOW). The first ever ewe hunt 

was a decision of last resort based on several factors of bighorn sheep 
management. Bighorn sheep are now facing issues of overpopulation.
“Nevada has been highly successful in restoring bighorn sheep since 
the first bighorn release occurred in 1968,” said NDOW big game biologist
Mike Cox. “Bighorn populations went from an estimated 3,000 to 
11,000 and we have become victims of our own success.”
Drought conditions, disease, competition for forage and high population 
growth rates have all contributed to several bighorn herds exceeding 
their sustainable management levels and limiting management options 
to alleviate these levels. NDOW biologists conducted an evaluation of 
herd status and disease distribution statewide, and release opportunities 
both in-state and in other states to determine the best solutions to 
managing sustainable bighorn herds. It was determined that removing 
individual animals via hunting, including ewes, in concert with continued 
captures for translocation, would be needed to accomplish this goal.
The regular removal of sheep from capture and translocation efforts, 
had to date alleviated the need for any other population management 
tool such as ewe hunts. However, the extreme rate of increase in 
sheep numbers has made it challenging to manage herd populations 
solely through capture and translocation. Each year available release 
sites are fewer due to successful bighorn release efforts.
Adding to the concerns of translocation is the recent confirmation of 
herds exposed to, carrying, and shedding Mycoplasma ovipneumoniae. 
This M. ovipneumoniae is a bacteria, which has been recognized west 
wide and in Nevada, as playing a significant role in the bighorn sheep 
pneumonia complex.
In addition, natural methods of herd size limitation have been 
compromised. Bighorn are nomadic, seeking optimal habitat conditions 
and lower herd densities. However, today, herds are often restricted to 
a single mountain range or section of a mountain range due to 
man-made infrastructures and habitat fragmentation.
“We have to focus on the overall health and sustainability of bighorn 
sheep herds to ensure long-term success of these animals in Nevada,” 
said Cox. “At this time, that means removing excess animals, including 
ewes, through hunting as we have exhausted all other avenues. It’s 
a better practice to remove 20 animals to lessen the danger to 500. 
While a ewe hunt has not been used in the past, it is an accepted 
management tool and one that is used each year to manage nearly 
every other big game species in Nevada.”
Removing bighorn sheep, including ewes, from overpopulated herds 
creates a greater likelihood of the success of the overall population. 
It is important to remove excess animals to help ensure the health of 
the remaining herd.
NDOW has provided comprehensive information on ewe hunting via 
their website at www.ndow.org. This includes information on specific 
hunt units and their individual needs for sheep population reduction.

© Gregory Johnston | Dreamstime.com
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STIHL® 
FS-38 Trimmer
  $129.95

442-1788
 1650 ASPEN ST., HELENA

mtnstihl@yahoo.com
Sales & Service

MAKE QUICK WORK OF TRIMMING

• Lightweight 
• High cutting speed
• 15” cutting width

Lawn & Garden equipment

All products backed by your full service dealer

Game and Fish Documents 
Elk Calf Mortalities

With the supplemental winter feeding program now concluding on most 
Wyoming Game and Fish Department elk feedgrounds, managers are 
reporting higher than normal calf mortality at a few feedgrounds, most 
notably the Camp Creek feedground south of Jackson and the Soda 
Lake feedground north of Pinedale. Mortality factors include disease and 
wolf predation. At the Camp Creek feedground, a significant number of 
the elk investigated involved both disease issues and wolf predation.
Department personnel collected samples from dead elk as well as whole 
carcasses, which were transported to the Wildlife Disease Laboratory in 
Laramie earlier this month. Wildlife disease specialists recently confirmed 
the presence of Fusobacterium necrophorum from many of the samples, 
the bacterium responsible for foot rot and necrotic stomatitis in elk. Foot 
rot is a term used for infection of the bacteria when it enters via cuts or 
other openings around the hooves; necrotic stomatitis is the descriptive 
term for infection of the same bacteria in the mouth.
F. necrophorum bacterium has been linked to elk mortality on the 
National Elk Refuge as early as the 1920s. The most recent outbreak 
of note occurred in 2006. Hoof rot and necrotic stomatitis are previously 
observed ailments of elk associated with feedgrounds and often occur at 
low rates in early spring, prior to the ending of supplemental feeding.
This past winter, conditions in western Wyoming likely led to the increased 
prevalence of the disease, as above average snowfall in February and 
March, combined with above average temperatures, created some 
unusually wet conditions. F. necrophorum is a naturally-occurring bacteria 
that thrives in wet, anaerobic environments.
Northwestern Wyoming elk were exposed to many freeze/thaw cycles 
this winter, which formed heavy crusting of snow and areas of sharp, 
jagged ice and mud. Such conditions can cause lesions to an animal’s 
hoof, or tissues between the toes, allowing the bacteria to enter the 
animal’s system. From there, the bacteria can spread to vital organs, 
often overwhelming the liver, resulting in death. Calves are typically 
more susceptible, likely because they have not had a chance to build up 
immunity to the bacteria like adults.
Of the 2,000 elk counted at the Camp Creek feedground this winter, 
approximately 80 elk mortalities have been documented, mostly calves. 
It was determined that wolves played a role in the deaths of many of the 
elk at Camp Creek and to a lesser degree at Soda Lake. The percentage 
of calves counted at Camp Creek this year was up from past years at 
34 calves per 100 cows. Given this, and the fact that Game and Fish 
managers had already proposed to decrease the number of antlerless 
elk licenses offered in this hunt area, managers are not proposing any 
further adjustments to the proposed hunting seasons.
A total of 1,500 elk were counted at the Soda Lake feedground this winter 
and approximately 80 elk mortalities have been documented, again 
comprised mostly of calves. Managers note that although this level of 
mortality is higher than that observed during most winters, no hunting 
season regulation changes are necessary.

Fishing Should Be Stellar In 2014

Biologists with the Division of Wildlife Resources expect 2014 to be 
an outstanding year for anglers. This year’s conditions are better than 
they’ve been in several years. Just ask those who have already fished 
this spring; they’re reaping the benefits.
“With the weather breaking, the next two months of fishing should be 
as good as anyone could hope for,” says Paul Birdsey, DWR cold water 
sport fisheries coordinator. “If you haven’t fished for awhile, 2014 is the 
year to take it up again.”
Usually, Utah anglers have good water and bad weather, or vice versa. 
This year, though, Birdsey expects a perfect blend of the two. Drew 
Cushing, warm water sport fisheries coordinator for the DWR, expects 
fishing to heat up a week or two earlier than in years past.

Best waters  So which waters should provide the best fishing in Utah 
in 2014? Here are Cushing and Birdsey’s picks:
In the northern portion of Utah, Cushing and Birdsey agree that Starvation 
Reservoir will be this year’s top water. Anglers can expect hot fishing 
for walleye, rainbow trout, brown trout and smallmouth bass.
Fishing at Starvation stays good through the summer, but the best time 
will be from mid-June to mid-July. At just over 100 miles from the 
Salt Lake Valley, this year’s top water is a great get-away for those 
along the Wasatch Front.
In the southern portion of the state, Sand Hollow Reservoir should 
provide excellent fishing. Anglers are catching largemouth bass and 
bluegill.
Cushing is already planning his trips to Willard Bay Reservoir this year. 
“It’s just 45 minutes from Salt Lake City,” he says, “and the fishing will be 
red hot.” Many of the walleye at this northern Utah water will be 18–20 
inches long this year. And wipers in the reservoir will be 12–24 inches.
Birdsey says he won’t be surprised if Scofield Reservoir in east-central 
Utah produces another record-breaking trout this year. Tiger trout in 
Scofield can reach weights in the upper teens and low 20 pounds. 
Cutthroat trout in the reservoir have been known to reach nine pounds 
in weight.
Strawberry Reservoir in north-central Utah is also a contender for 
the state’s best trophy-trout water. Cutthroat trout anglers will find a 
healthy year class above the slot limit — these fish are 22–25 inches 
long. Plenty of 14-inch rainbow trout are also waiting to be caught.
Stay updated  To stay up to date on conditions at your favorite fishing 
spots, check out the DWR’s fishing reports or contact your nearest 
DWR office.
Fishing forums, including www.bigfishtackle.com and www.utahwildlife.net,
also provide up-to-date fishing information.
Quagga mussels  Cushing reminds you that thousands of quagga mussels 
were found at Lake Powell this winter. Before you leave the vicinity of the 
lake, you must clean any mud, debris or shells from your boat, and drain 
all of the lake water from your bilges, ballast tanks and engines.
You must complete the final step in the clean, drain and dry process 
— drying your boat the required amount of time — before placing it on 
any body of water in Utah. 

Wipers up to 
24 inches long 

can be caught at 
Willard Bay 

Reservoir this year.
Photo courtesy 

of Phil Tuttle
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*Finance offer subject to credit approval, applies to purchases of new 2010-2014 Yamaha Motorcycles, ATVs & Scooters made on a Yamaha Installment Financing 
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Fall bowhunting is still a ways 
off, but if you really want to do 
right, it will take several months 
to get your gear and yourself in 
shape for the coming bow season.  
Get started now by following 
the 3 Ps of proper bowhunting 
in preparation to prevent poor 
performance. 
1) Preventive Maintenance - 
Go through your bow from axle 
to axle to ensure everything is in 
proper working order.
Check all fastenings for tightness.  
A bow absorbs a lot of shock 
and vibration over the course of 
a year, all of which can loosen 
screws and bolts.
Check string and cables for wear.  
Most manufacturers recommend 
you replace your string at least 
every 2 or 3 years; some advise 
annually.  Obviously it depends 
on how much use and wear it 
gets, but it’s a relatively small 
investment to ensure proper 
performance.
Lubricate all moving parts with 
bow oil or some other odor-free 
lube, and if your current string is 
ok, wax it. 
2) Practice - Prepare your body 
and bow for the approaching season.
Shoot enough so that the mechanics 
of drawing, aiming and shooting 
become second nature.
Practice in situations that replicate 
the actual conditions you hunt 
in, like elevated stands, ground 
blinds or long-distance shooting. 
3) Prepare Your Paraphernalia - 
Check your arrow shafts and 
nocks for cracks or defects.  
Make sure vanes are securely 
attached and not torn and that all 
your broadheads are sharp.
You’ll need a means to transport 
your bow, which could be a hard 
case for the vehicle, a bow holder 
for the ATV or a sling for walking 
to and from your stand.
Something that seems rather 
insignificant until you get there 
and realize you forgot it is a rope 
or strap to raise and lower your 
bow from your stand.
And once you’re up there, you’ll 
want something to hang it on when 
not in use.

Getting 
Ready for 
Bow Season
By Bob Humphrey
Yamaha Outdoors Tips
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Calling turkeys is certainly an art. In fact, at a turkey calling contest is where Michael got his big break and 
caught the attention of Bill Jordan. “I started to listen to every tape or video I could get my hands on. People 
like Paul Butski, Ray Eye, Billy McCoy, Dick Kirby and Eddie Salter were my idols. I loved to hear them call 
and hunt turkeys and wanted to sound not only like a hen but just like them too. I started competing in contests 
around my senior year of high school in 90 and 91.”
Appreciating the fellowship of hunting with others, T-Bone admits, “I’m not the best caller, but I ain’t afraid to try.”  
Nick Mundt of Bone Collector remembers, “In 5th grade I got my first diaphragm call and drove people nuts 
with it. Not long after, I got my first box call.”
When asked about their preferred style of hunting, the Bone Collector’s had differing opinions. Travis once again 
expressed how much he enjoys sharing turkey hunts with others. “I really like having a caller. It is a lot of fun to 
have two or three guys on the hunt, to share in the experience… group hunting for turkeys is my favorite.”

Nick’s favorite way to chase longbeards is to run-n-gun, but he also likes to 
bowhunt them. “I like to set up a blind in a high traffic area and wait for a nice, 
close bowshot.”
“I’ll do whatever it takes to put a gobbler in the back of my truck, but my go-to 
style of turkey hunting is runnin’ and gunnin’ all the way.” Always limited on time 
as a youngster, Michael learned to hunt turkeys fast and aggressively. He was 
either trying to put his tag on one before school or later in life, before work. “… 
you can bump some turkeys this way but will also only learn things you can get 
away with by run-n-gun hunting.”
Every turkey hunter, be it bright eyed rookie or weathered veteran, has their dream 
setup. For many, it’s the flydown-right-into-my-decoy morning where they’re back 
at the local diner while breakfast is still being served. Others dream of that stubborn 
old-field bird. The same tom that has eluded them for years, finally giving in to his 
curiosity and putting on quite a show, dancing in the glistening spring hayfield before 
belting out his last gobble. Still some dream of the hardwoods longbeard, the one 
who continuously seems to be just over the next ridge, making his last mistake and 

poking his bright red head over the hill just a bit too high. T-Bone’s ideal setup is on a field, with a decoy spread. 
He likes to watch the tom’s slowly move across the open field, stopping to strut and wait, gobble a bit, then come 
ever so closer. “… they are all pretty cool, but I like the field, lots of eye candy action.”
“My favorite setup is when I know where the birds are roosted. I like to sneak in nice and close in the dark and 
hope for the best. Usually it doesn’t work that way, and they head in another direction. So really, I guess my 
best setup is the one that works and I kill a bird!”
“My favorite setup is when the odds are in my favor, which rarely happens, because the turkeys always have 
the advantage. I like to be in the rolling hardwoods mixed with small pasture fields.” Waddell continued to 

elaborate on his favorite hunting strategy. He uses the varied 
terrain of the rolling wooded hills and fields to “take the birds 
temperature” and predict how he will react. If there’s a bird 
gobbling in the woods, Michael will either let him make it to 
the field to visually check to see if he has hens or get in the 
woods after him. Once Waddell has observed whether or not 
the gobbler is alone, and what sort of mood he seems to be 
in, the strategy really comes together. 
He’ll set up a decoy, start “talkin’ smack” to the bird, or simply 
crawl around and set up an ambush. “Some people say they 
will only shoot a turkey if he comes to a call. I don’t feel that 
way! Its turkey hunting and being a great turkey caller is just 
one good tool to help you consistently bag a gobbler. Turkey 
hunting can use every bit of your predatory instinct to be 
successful.”
Along with dream setups, we all have memorable hunts 
as well. Travis described a great hunt at “County Goes A 
Huntin’” a few years back. It was the last day of his hunt 
and a huge powerful storm was rolling in soon. “We ended 
up calling in two gobblers at the last minute. We killed one 
of them, and he’s still my best bird. He had 1 9/16” spurs!… 
great memories.”

When asked the same question, Michael shared that he’s been able to enjoy every turkey hunting parent’s 
“dream hunt” three times! I don’t have a most memorable one because I love every hunt, but it has been hard 
to beat seeing all my boys, Mason who is now 12, Meyer 8, and Macoy 6 shoot turkeys in booger bottom with 
me and my daddy; all on camera. Mason was 7, Meyer was 7 and Macoy was the youngest at 6 to get it done. 
Great memories, and really cool to see your kids love something that means so much to you.    
                 (continued on page 45)

Beard Collectors? (continued from page 23)

Nick with the results of another great hunt.
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Scenic 20 acres
Off Hwy 12 W w/breathtaking views
looking down the Ten Mile Creek
Valley, Priests and McDonald Pass.
$169,900  MLS# 283432

20 Acres near Elkhorns
1 mile west of Winston on Weasel 
Creek Rd. which is direct access 
into the Elkhorns. Close to Canyon 
Ferry.  Newly fenced. 
$95,000   MLS# 286550

23 Acres overlooks Hauser Lake
Paved access w/utilities available.
$180,000 MLS# 287461

5 Acres- Sunny Side Raptor Ridge
Stunning views of Elkhorns!
Well in. Excellent building site.
$139,000 MLS# 282716

N. Fork Travis Creek, Clancy
Rare find in Jefferson County, 8 miles 
from downtown Helena (thru Unionville).
5.88 acres with a nice top of the hill 
building site with views into Elkhorns, 
borders National Forest. Power/phone in.   
$100,000  MLS# 288879
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Begin your search for a great backcountry camp by locating game-rich country. It doesn’t 
pay to set up miles away from your quarry and waste precious hours just trying to reach 
good hunting country. You can begin your search online by scouting studies, reports and 
research on game densities in your hunting region. 

Scout Your Backcountry 
Camp Now By Mark Kayser

©Mark Kayser

Hunting season may be several months in the distance, but it’s never too 
long to locate your base camp for the big hunt. Scouting for a new camp, 
whether it’s a backpacking campsite or an end-of-the-trail camp you’ll 
access via ATV, or truck, requires planning. First, is your top consideration 
in game-rich country? Next, you need to consider access regardless of the 
weather. The area needs to provide shelter. Can you get ample quantities of 
water to the site or does it have a source? Finally, will the site be a hotspot for 
other hunters? Do you see why it’s time to scout your backcountry camp now? 

RULES AND REGULATIONS  If you feel you’re getting close to a location 
locate the land manager. Sure you may own the land if it’s public, but that 
doesn’t mean you get to make the rules. Most public land agencies, such 
as the Bureau of Land Management or the National Forest Service, have 
set rules on camping. Some allow open campfires. Some designate distance 
you may camp near streams. Some regulate human waste disposal. And 
if you’re hunting in a designated wilderness area you need to be sure to 
study up because the rules and regulations are very detailed. 
Most areas promote primitive camping as long as you leave no trace. 
Fuel-powered stoves, small tents, horse tie-up rotation and other 
practices can diminish your footprint on the country.  
GAME-RICH  Begin your search for a great backcountry camp by locating 
game-rich country. It doesn’t pay to set up miles away from your quarry 
and waste precious hours just trying to reach good hunting country. You 
can begin your search online by scouting studies, reports and research 
on game densities in your hunting region. 
You should also never underestimate the helpful willingness of state game 
and fish employees. Biologists, game wardens, regional directors and 
others serve the public. Most are helpful and enthusiastic. If you want to 
corroborate or gain even more detail, talk to more than one official. Game 
wardens often have a different perspective over a biologist that doesn’t 
get the luxury of daily trips afield. Combined interviews could put you right 
on top of a great hunting and camping location. 
ACCESS  It’s time to begin scouring maps and even doing virtual flyovers 
via sites like Google Earth. As you dissect routes be sure to confirm 
whether they’ll be accessible during your proposed hunting window. 
High elevation snows arrive early, even in September. Some roads are 
only for dry-weather travel and some backcountry could propose difficulty 
in exiting if a sudden winter storm arrives. 
Land managers can answer some of these questions, but even simple 
elevation marks on a map will tell whether your proposed campsite is 
too risky. Leaving a weather-stranded tent in the backcountry is nothing 
compared to losing your life to a sudden winter storm that strands you in 
impassable country. 
SHELTER AND WATER  I always propose checking out a camp firsthand 
well before the season. This gives you a chance to scout for a campsite 
that offers it all. It also offers up a way to test your hunting gear before 
the hunt and enjoy a family campout. 
Begin with shelter. Consider where the prevailing winds will blow and if the 
site is exposed. You need to locate a location that will give you protection 
from any brutal storm that arrives. Camps just inside the timber break the 
wind and provide some canopy cover in the event of rain, or snow. 
Since you’ll likely be packing in your own food your only other necessity 
in addition to shelter is water. Backcountry camps seldom allow you to 
pack water so search for a source like a spring or a creek. The water 
could be safe to drink straight from the banks, but why risk it. Always use 
an approved filtration device or method to deter any water-carried illness 
such as giardia. There are a variety of ways to filter your water needs. 
IS IT TOO NICE? Lastly, consider if the site is too nice? What I mean by
that is will it invite other hunters? Easy access, advertised game via online 
hunting forums and managed campsites could mean you’ll have lots of 
neighbors. 
Red flag signs to look for onsite include lots of tire or boot tracks. Also 
scour the area for signs of past campsites, old garbage, fire rings and 
homemade meat poles. These all signify signs of too many hunters.
When I hike areas I’m also on the lookout for carcass remnants, especially 
those with notched skull plates. When I land in a meadow with several 
elk skulls minus the horns due to some artistic sawing I know the area 
is feeling hunting pressure. 
Schools out, summer activities are in full swing and the fishing is good. 
Nevertheless, don’t overlook your fall hunting plans. Check out your 
hunting camp now for a great adventure later. 

CONTACT INFORMATION
To keep up with Mark Kayser visit his Facebook account.
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mark-Kayser/119789001392664?-
fref=ts
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Plan to attend the 2014 Rocky Mountain Elk 
Foundation’s Summer Rendezvous
June 27th, 28th, and 29th
By State Chair Jamie Freed

Rendezvous is defined as a place designated for a meeting or assembling and a favorite or popular gathering 
place. While our summer rendezvous is usually held in a different place every year, it is still a very popular 
destination for Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation (RMEF) volunteers and supporters.
This summer marks the 19th Annual RMEF Rendezvous which will be held at the Mule Ranch, Mount Haggin 
Wildlife Management area south of Anaconda on June 27th, 28th and 29th.
Over the past 19 years, 100s of volunteers have met to make new friends, enjoy the work project and exchange 
ideas that might help improve their local banquets.  We have had some exceptional speakers and some great 
entertainment.  If you have never attended a RMEF rendezvous you are missing out!  It is a fabulous time for great friends, great food and fantastic stories!
There will be a no host meet and greet on Friday evening so that we might get to know one another better. New this year we will be awarding the 
Silver Bull Award. This will be awarded to the best decorated campsite and our theme is Red, White and Blue Rendezvous.  
Show your patriotic side and decorate your site!
Keeping with the RMEF Mission in working for habitat, Saturday will be our work project beginning around 8 a.m. Please be prepared with sturdy footwear, 
protective clothing and gloves. Also, if you have them, please bring pruning tools, shears or handsaws for the removal of Douglas Fir and hammers for 
the removal of spikes from jack fence posts. A lunch will be provided as well as snacks and bottled water on Saturday.
Saturday evening we will all enjoy the Wild Game Potluck.  All wild dishes will be entered for a chance to win the coveted Golden Rolling Pin award 
which is voted on by the rendezvous participants.  If you don’t have a favorite wild dish, you are more than welcome to make a salad or dessert.  
Every dish entered must provide a written recipe of their concoction. After the kids auction we will take some time to celebrate the wonderful successes 
of our volunteers and chapters and have a campfire get together.
On Saturday after the work project the kids will have some fun time that is just for them. While they are in their activities they will have an opportunity 
to earn “elk dollars” for later on that evening when we hold an auction for kids only. There will be lots of fun items for the kids to bid on and everyone 
will go home with something.
There are many outdoor activities that can be accessed right from the campsites. Some of those include fishing, riding ATVs and riding horses/mules.  
All meals other than Saturday lunch and dinner will be on your own. Coffee, tea and hot chocolate will be provided in the mornings.
We hope to see you all at Mule Camp! If you have any questions or to register to attend, please contact Kim Wold at 406-257-9110.

Now Selling SABRE & COLUMBUS!

     SAVE  $10,419

WHOLESALE PRICING TO THE PUBLIC - ALWAYS

HELENA, MT.  406-442-8542
1-800-246-8542

www.ddrvcenter.com

Arctic Fox, Canyon Cat, Carbon, Denali, Fox Mountain, Nash, Laredo, 
Avalanche, Puma,  Wolf Creek, Snow River, Raptor, Alpine, Aspen Trail

& INTRODUCING SABRE & COLUMBUS FROM PALOMINO RV!

List Price:  $23,583  SAVE:  $3,863List Price:  $23,115  SAVE:  $5,116
List Price: $31,472  SAVE:  $7,473

List Price: $44,643  Our Price:  $34,224

2014 SABRE 
284RSKS Rear Sofa

          Our Price

$23,999
  

ONLY $20,999

          Our Price

$17,999
List Price: $30,338  SAVE:  $9,339

List Price:  $41,058  Our Price:  $32,699

SIGN UP FOR FREE EMAIL ALERTS
WHEN NEW INVENTORY ARRIVES!

www.ddrvcenter.com

Our best selling bunk model!
2014 ASPEN TRAIL 2810BHS

    
 SAVE  

$8,359
NEW 2013 LAREDO 293SBH
Bunks, 1-1/2 Baths
     

          Our Price

$19,720
NEW 2013 PUMA 21TFU
Unleashed Toyhauler

2014 PUMA 23FB
Rear Bath2014 CANYON CAT 27FQC
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It was not long ago that a woman could walk into a sporting goods store and be unable to find a single item specifically designed for women hunters. 
Women have hunted for years, but until recently there were not enough women to warrant creating women specific hunting gear. Fast forward to today 
and woman are now the fastest growing demographic of all hunters. According to the U.S. Census Bureau, 11 percent of the nation’s 13.7 million 
hunters are women. Women hunters have astoundingly grown approximately 25 percent just since 2006.

This rapid growth has ignited a spark in women to pick up a weapon like never before. Many women are interested specifically in archery. According to 
a survey conducted by the Archery Trade Association (ATA), women accounted for one-third of all archery participants in 2012. Archery however, is not 
just for hunting, it is an exciting and competitive sport as well. Whether shooting competitively or hunting, archery requires 
a lot of skill, technique, and dedication. It is a sport that develops patience, acuity, and personal insight. So what does it 
take to be a woman archer?

I have profound passion for archery because of the intimate moments it creates both personally and with the animal 
with which I am interacting. I have had a myriad of extraordinary experiences while bowhunting. There is one unique 
evening hunt that I will always treasure. I was hunting elk alone and had just began a stalk. I could hear the elk calling 
and chirping to each other. I was slowly working my way closer as I crawled through the brush on my belly. I was 
cognizant of everything around me. There was a slight rustling of the dried quakie leaves and the clouds were lazily 
moving past me in the sky. There were black ants crawling all over me and there was an occasional whoosh of a bird 
flying by. The tattling chatter of squirrels echoed through the canyon and the unique scent of the crisp autumn day 

mixed with the surrounding flora and fauna lingered in the air. It was so peaceful, 
yet so exhilarating.   
Bowhunting brings one into the environment like few other sports.
My eye caught a quick movement off to 
the side and I slowly turned to identify 
what it was. I could see the ears of a small 
deer about 20 yards away.

I slowly raised my head to discover twin 
fawns feeding nearby. They didn’t seem 
disturbed but they knew I was there. 

They would chew for a moment then stop and lock their big dark eyes on me, 
their tails occasionally fluttering. I could not see their mom anywhere. 
I continued on, worried that if I spooked them, my location would be revealed 
to the elk. Every few yards I would peek up to see if I had lost the twin fawns,
and every time they were right beside me. As I moved forward, they moved forward. What began as an annoyance, quickly turned 
into a precious interaction between me and these baby deer. They continued to follow right along side me for the entire stalk. Every time I looked up, 
there were two little faces filled with curiosity staring back at me. I lost the elk somewhere along the way, but I will never forget my two little 
companions that accompanied me that evening.

Priceless moments like that are only one of the many rewards that come with archery. That hunt I shared was undoubtedly rewarding, not because 
of harvesting an animal, but because of the unique and priceless experience I shared with nature. In addition to the experience itself, there are no 
words to describe the humbleness and gratitude that comes when you kneel over an animal that you have harvested with a bow. There is a sense of 
accomplishment and pride that comes with touching arrows in a target. There is a hard earned confidence that comes with fine tuned equipment. In 
order to be successful in archery and achieve these rewards comes a lot of hard work, commitment and practice. So again, what does it take to be 
a woman archer?

There are several facets that play a role in succeeding in archery. Equipment choice, dynamics 
of archery, physical conditioning and mental preparedness are perhaps the core elements that 
contribute to truly developing an appreciation and passion for this sport. Any woman can 
succeed in archery, from a woman picking up a bow for the first time, to a target shooter 
evolving into a bowhunter or even a seasoned archer wanting to improve. Arming yourself 
with as much knowledge and experience as possible is the key to establishing a total 
comprehension of this challenging sport.

Over the next several months I am going to break down each of these core elements, 
equipment choice, dynamics of archery, physical conditioning and mental preparedness 
and discuss them in detail. Each of these elements is a complete topic on it’s own but is 
fundamental to embody the sport as a whole. I am so passionate about bowhunting and 
want nothing more than to see other women participate and succeed in this sport...

Read Part 2 in the July issue of the Montana Hunting & Fishing News.

For more go to Alti2ude Outdoor Columns and  be sure and visit Rebecca and Dave 
at Alti2ude Outdoors

The author spending time instructing 
an archery class for young women.

Author with 2008 Wyoming Archery Bighorn Ram

HELENA, MT.  406-442-8542
1-800-246-8542

www.ddrvcenter.com

          Our Price

$23,999

    
 SAVE  

$8,359

What Does It Take To Be A Woman Archer
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    Master Your Shooting:   
    Pre-season Practice      By H&F News Pro Staff

See the full-line of Vortex
Missoula • Bozeman • Helena • Butte • Hamilton

or shop 24/7 at www.bobwards.com

NO EXCUSES, NO WHINING.

Spotting Scopes • Red Dots • Tripods • Binoculars 
Monoculars • Riflescopes • Rangefinders

Viper HS-T

Diamondback 

Vulture HD

2014 MONTANA VORTEX DEALER OF THE YEAR

Experienced hunters rely on Vortex, 
and know their gear.  Get yours now.

It doesn’t take much to be a better shot.  
A little effort goes a long way into becoming a fine marksman.  

Having confidence in the equipment that you use is probably the 
most important factor when it comes down to taking a difficult shot, 

or a shot that is further out than you are used to taking.
 PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT. This old saying is very true, and when it comes to shooting a firearm accurately, it’s absolutely necessary.

 FIND A GOOD PLACE TO PRACTICE SHOOTING.  Whether it be an open shooting area or public land, or a managed target range, it is critical 
to have the proper area, as well as a good rest to shoot from.  Please remember to pick up all spent cartridges and garbage before you leave.  
Don’t be a slob.  Nothing is more frustrating than driving up to a designated area to shoot, and find beer cans and garbage left behind.  
(This is how open areas get shut down, garbage left behind.)

 JOIN AN ORGANIZED SHOOTING CLUB.  Whether it be trap shooting or just open targets on a shooting range, this is a fun way to spend time 
with friends or youngsters learning the sport.  Start out with a .22 long rifle, then work your way up to a heavy gun.  Trap shooting has leagues 
established, usually 1 night a week for organized teams.  You will meet new people, learn new shooting tips, and become a better shot all while 
having a good time.

 MORE WOODS TIME.  If a shooting range is not your thing, pick a day or two out of the week, and head to the great outdoors.  Set-up a spot, 
then practice as much as you can.  This also allows you to get familiar with a new hunting area or learn more about what’s out there,
and how much game will be available once the hunting season is here.  Who knows, maybe you will find a huge buck to hunt!

 GUN TUNING.  Part of owning a firearm is proper maintenance.  Clean it often, or have a professional clean them once a year, depending on 
use.  Check the screws on your bases and rings, and tighten them to 17 in. - lb.  Replace all worn-out parts and use the highest quality optics that 
you can afford.

Remember, there’s more to prepping for deer camp than stocking up on beef jerky, beer and canned chili, (although that is all good). 
So, when that moment arrives, and you’ve put yourself in a position to bring home the meat and a big set of antlers, will you be ready?

© Teresa Kenney | Dreamstime.com
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Dominate the game.

WHATEVER YOUR SHOOTING NEEDS, 
WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED.

 Bear Load • Dangerous Game • Rifle • Handgun
 Lead Free • Reduced Ricochet • Reloading Components 

Firearms • Law Enforcement Ammunitions
Cowboy Action • Cleaning Supplies
MANUFACTURED IN STEVENSVILLE

When you buy local your money stays here in Montana supporting Montanans.

A portion of each sale of our Bear Load 
ammunition goes to support events for our Veterans.

www.thehuntingshack.com

Pick up a box or more 
at your local 

sporting goods store.
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RM01 C-700101 
in NEW OD Green

NOW Available 
in the NEW
Cerakote™

RM06

The Trijicon RMR® 
(Ruggedized Miniature Reflex) 

The most rugged miniature 
red dot sight available

Purchase yours at Bob Ward & Sons

›ILLUMINATES IN ANY LIGHTING CONDITION
›APPROPRIATE FOR NEARLY ANY STYLE 
   OR CALIBER OF WEAPON
›UNIQUE PATENTED HOUSING SHAPE
›TRUE-COLOR MULTI-COATED LENS
›ADJUSTABLE WINDAGE/ELEVATION
›DUAL-ILLUMINATED RMR®
›LED RMR®
›VERSATILE SIGHT
›PARALLAX-FREE
›WATERPROOF TO 66 FT
›LIMITED LIFETIME WARRANTY

Available in LED, 
Adjustable LED, or 

Dual Illuminated versions,
and with dot sizes ranging 
from 3.25 MOA to 13 MOA 

SD 40 VE™ semi-automatic pistols, 
chambered in 9mm and .40 S&W. 
Enhanced features deliver top-grade 
performance in a reliable option for 
home and personal protection. 
Features:
• SDT™ - Self Defense Trigger for Optimal, 
  Consistent Pull First Round to Last 
• Dovetailed, White Dot Sights 
• Ergonomic, Textured Grip 
                          

MSRP:  $389.00
  

SMITH & WESSON S&W SD40 VE 
Low Capacity..................................................

SIG SAUER M11-A1 DESERT..............

BROWNING 1911-22...............................

Upgraded with a stainless steel slide, 
a Short Reset Trigger and three 15 round 
flush fit magazines, the M11-A1 variant features 
the same phosphate coated internals, 
SIGLITE® night sights and MIL-STD UID label 
of the standard-issue M11.
Features:
Caliber:  9mm
Sight Radius:  5.7”   MSRP:  $1,220
 

Browning engineers created an 
85% scale 1911 designed specifically 
to shoot the .22 LR cartridge. 
This attention to detail has resulted in a pistol 
that is both fun and accurate.

Caliber:  22 LR
Overall Length:  7 3/8”
Weight:  14 oz
Magazine Capacity:  10
Sight Radius:  5 1/2”
Barrel Finish:  Matte   

MSRP:  $579.99
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Bob Ward’s Sports & Outdoors
New Gear Review

Protect your rear with the Back Attack Pack™

Designed to fit most small to medium 
backpacks. Backpack not included.

Save space in your pack with Kelty’s 
TrailLogic™ TN2 Tent
Kelty’s TN2 tent is a compact 
and lightweight shelter designed 
to pack easily while saving 
space inside your backpack. 
The TN2 features shorter 
poles so you can pack it 
into a flat, rectangular 
Tent Cube to help save 
space in your backpack.  
Kelty’s Stargazing Fly™ 
gives an unobstructed view of the sky 
for nighttime entertainment.  And if it does begin to rain, 
the TN2’s fly can be fully deployed without ever leaving your sleeping bag.

Stay dry and warm from head to toe
with Kelty’s SB20 DriDown™ Sleeping Bag
Part of the new TraiLogic™ Collection, this highly technical 
and lightweight bag features 800-fill DriDown™ technology 
that defends against moisture and keeps you encapsulated 
in warmth no matter how quick the temperature drops. 
With unique ‘Head 2 Toe Dri’ waterproof protection 
at the head and foot, you’ll be guarded from 
condensation when the chill sets in. 

•Stays dry 10-times longer than untreated down.
•Retains 170% (2.7-times) more loft than untreated down
 when exposed to moisture and humidity.
•Dries 33% faster than untreated down.
•Thermal comfort hood fit
•Mesh storage sack included
•Stuff sack included

See these and other fine products at one of the 
5 Montana Bob Ward’s Sports & Outdoors stores in 
Missoula, Bozeman, Helena, Butte, and Hamilton or 
shop 24/7 at www.bobwards.com

Being prepared in bear country can mean
the difference between life and death.
UDAP Bear Spray’s Back Attack Pack™
allows you to protect yourself from
unexpected charges from behind, AND
even when you’re pinned on the ground.
The Back Attack Pack allows you to
spray UDAP Bear sprays whether kneeling,
standing, or while on the ground.
Produced by a grizzly bear attack survivor,
this product is a must-have. To be used with
UDAP bear sprays as a backup only.

•Fits All UDAP Bear Sprays
•Includes FREE Bear Safety
Tips Booklet
•Available In Safety Orange &
Camouflage Colors

Bob Ward And Sons Sporting Goods 
Celebrates 97 Years

Becomes Bob Ward’s Sports & Outdoors

 406-562-3553
3506 Hwy 435
Augusta, MT. 

shocoranch.com
birds@shocoranch.com

Stay in one of our four 
creekside cabins on the 
ranch, or our Lodge in 
Augusta that sleeps 
up to 10.

A Dream come true for the fly rodder 
and  small stream angler.

  Spend some time fishing at Shoco Ranch

Fun for the whole family.

Bob Ward & Sons, Montana’s oldest and largest sporting goods 
retailer, is celebrating their 97th year in business in 2014. Over the 
course of almost a century Bob Ward’s has become a tradition for 
Montana families. Now, with their 100th year on the horizon, 
Bob Ward’s announces a big change!

Bob Ward and Sons Sporting Goods is to become Bob Ward’s Sports 
& Outdoors. The new name pays homage to the founder and historical 
patriarch of the company while adapting the company’s name to reflect 
the changing landscape of the sports and outdoor world. Along with 
the new name comes an updated and modernized logo that draws 
from Bob Ward’s storied Montana heritage. Let’s delve into where 
Bob Ward’s began. 

Bob Ward was born in Minnesota in 1885. At age 15, he set out for 
the Klondike in search of gold.  Two states later he landed in Missoula, 
Montana, broke. Bob looked up an old family friend and owner of a 
Missoula jewelry store who offered him a job that Bob was sure would 
pay the rest of his way to the Klondike.

Still in Missoula sixteen years later, Bob was married and on the verge 
of opening a watch-repair shop. His shop opened in 1917. Over the 
next decade, he and his wife became the parents of eight children, 
six of whom were boys. And those six boys followed in Bob’s footsteps, 
creating a Montana business tradition known as Bob Ward & Sons.

Under the guidance of Irvine’s son, Keith Ward, the company has 
further expanded its reach to include stores in Butte, Bozeman, 
Hamilton, and Helena. The company joined the ranks of online retailers in 
1999 with the launch of bobwards.com.  Bob Ward & Sons has 
become one of the largest privately held sporting goods companies 
in the Northwest, celebrating 97 years in business in 2014. 

Keith’s son, Chad Ward, joined the company full time in 1997 after 
graduating college and is now president of the company.
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MONTANA NEWS BRIEFS
Latest Region 6 Elk & Bighorn 
Sheep Aerial Survey Results 
Released MFWP

The Results Are In:
Greater Sage-Grouse 
in Southeast Montana
MFWP

Sage-grouse populations have 
been declining throughout the west 
for decades and currently the bird 
occupies only 56 percent of its’ historic 
range. Because of this, the U.S. 
Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) 
determined that the sage-grouse 
“warranted” federal protection under 
the Endangered Species Act but was 
“precluded” from being listed due to 
the backlog of other species at more 
imminent risk of extinction. This 
“warranted but precluded” status is 
scheduled to be reevaluated by fall 
of 2015.
In Southeast Montana, however, the 
birds have persisted at sustainable 
levels and the ability to sustain 
seems to point to the fact that many 
traditional landowners have 
maintained large expanses of intact 
sagebrush habitat.
During a four year study conducted
by FWP in partnership with the BLM 
in the Southeastern Montana 
Sage-Grouse Core Area (Core Area #13),
94 sage-grouse hens were studied 
in order to determine population 
parameters, quantify seasonal 
movements and gauge habitat use 
in order to make management 
recommendations.
Results of the study indicate that the 
sage-grouse population is stable, and 
that current land management in the 
Core Area is not limiting sage-grouse 
persistence. Traditional family-owned 
ranching operations have and continue to 
manage the land in a manner that is 
compatible with sage-grouse conservation: 
they have maintained intact sagebrush 
grasslands. “Maintaining this traditional 
land use is the most important management 
action to ensure the future of sage-grouse 
in the Core Area,” states Melissa Foster, 
FWP Wildlife Biologist that headed up 
the study. Since ranchers must run 
profitable operations, they have a vested 
interest in the long-term sustainability of 
land use practices, and are well-poised 
to collaborate with wildlife and range 
professionals to maintain and improve 
sage-grouse habitat.  
Population viability analyses have 
indicated that the major wild card for 
birds in the Core Area is West Nile 
virus (WNv)...
For more go to www.fwp.mt.gov.

The most-recent aerial surveys of elk populations in the Region 6 portions 
of the Missouri River Breaks and the Bears Paw Mountains south of 
Havre indicate a sizeable increase in animals in both areas over survey 
numbers that were last gathered. 
According to Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks Region 6 Wildlife Program 
Manager Mark Sullivan, biologists flew the surveys in Breaks Hunting Districts 621 and 622 and then in HDs 631 
and 632. A total of 1,950 elk were counted in HD 621 and 622, and a total of 646 elk were observed this winter 
in HDs 631 and 632. In the Bears Paw Mountains survey area, a total of 832 elk were counted this year in 
HD 680 and 690. 
In HDs 621 and 622, the 2014 survey numbers are comparable to the numbers gathered two years ago. 
In HDs 631 and 632, observed numbers this year are up approximately 45 percent from the last count. 
Elk numbers in the Bears Paw Mountains study area are up 127 percent from the last count and 134 percent 
above the long-term average. 
Sullivan said elk population data for these surveys, as in past years, should be considered conservative since 
not all elk on the ground can be spotted during the flights. Survey conditions ranged from good to excellent, 
depending on the depth of snow cover, which helps observers spot both animals and tracks.
The surveys in the Breaks hunting districts were flown in February, while the Bears Paw area survey was 
conducted in early March. The counts were completed by FWP biologists Scott Thompson of Malta, Scott Hemmer 
of Havre and Drew Henry of Glasgow. 
The elk surveys were coordinated with others Breaks hunting districts, including HD 410, to avoid duplicating 
animal observations. There was one group of 50-100 elk tracks crossing the Missouri River southward into 
HD 410 during the HD 621 survey, and those animals are thought to have been accounted for in that 
FWP Region 4 district. Similarly, a group of 217 elk crossed east into HD 631 after being observed in 
HD 622 the day prior. This group is accounted for only in the HD 622 survey data. 
The elk cow-calf ratio in HDs 621 and 622 in this year’s count is 37 calves per 100 cows, and the bull-cow ratio 
is 51 bulls to 100 cows. 
In HDs 631 and 632, this year’s cow-calf ratio is estimated at 52 calves per 100 cows, and the bull-cow ratio is 
45 bulls per 100 cows. 
In the Bears Paw Mountains survey area, the current cow-calf ratio is 39 cows per 100 calves, which is down 
25 percent from the long-term average. The HD 680 and 690 bull-cow ratio this year is 63 bulls to 100 cows, 
which is 11 percent below the long-term average. In particular, the cow-calf numbers represent recent 
reproductive success. 
Sullivan said the survey zone in the Bears Paw Mountains area was expanded slightly further south along 
Cow Creek this year because of previous elk observations in the area. Elk “B” licenses in HD 680 and 690 were increased 
from 150 licenses to 300 licenses in 2010, and a management season was implemented in part of the district this 
past winter. 
In spite of the management changes, however, elk numbers in HD 680 and 690 have remained well above the 
district’s management objective of 250 animals. The high numbers are in large part due to a lack of access for 
public hunting in the area. 
Mule deer observations were also tracked in the Breaks hunting districts. Sullivan said the deer were not sought 
out, but counted incidentally to the elk surveys. A total of 916 mule deer were counted in HD 631 and 632. 
An additional 1,118 mule deer were observed during the surveys in HD 621 and HD 622. This was 
compared to 551 mule deer observed during the 2012 Breaks survey in those districts. 
Bighorn sheep also were surveyed across all habitat in sheep Hunting District 622 from Mickey and Brandon 
Buttes to the Bone Trail area east of Timber Creek. Sullivan said a record-high total of 299 sheep was 
observed, as compared to the 218 sheep that were spotted during the 2012 survey. 
Ninety-eight rams were counted this year, putting the overall ram-ewe ratio at 70 rams per 100 ewes. In 2012, 
78 rams were observed, which put the ratio at 85 rams per 100 ewes. Lamb ratios have also stayed relatively 
high, with 64 lambs observed this year. This year’s lamb-ewe ratio is 47 lambs per 100 ewes. Sullivan said 
that’s compared to a 51 to 100 lamb-to-ewe ratio in 2012, and a long-term average of 42 lambs per 100 ewes. 
Nearly all of the increase in sheep numbers in recent years is occurring in the Larb Hills and Ironstake Ridge 
portion of the habitat, with overall numbers there increasing 55 percent between 2012 and 2014. 
In the Mickey and Brandon Butte area, sheep numbers have been stagnant-to-decreasing since 2006. 
Sullivan said the decrease could be attributed to several factors, including past over-utilization of habitat on 
this relatively small range, as well as predation.

©Julie Lubick|dreamstime.com
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How To Take 
More Predators
With Gerald Stewart

By Gerald Stewart
Hunter’s Specialties
www.hunterspec.com

Question: Gerald, what have you recently learned about approaching 
predators?

Stewart: I came across an idea a number of years ago, and I don’t 
remember exactly how I figured this out. But my dad, Johnny Stewart, 
had always been interested in how to approach predators in an area 
where you want to hunt predators in a quieter way. So, I began to modify 
the tail pipe of my vehicle and point the tail pipe down toward the ground 
instead of up or out. This way, the sound of the exhaust goes down into 
the ground rather than being put out behind the vehicle.

If you’ll notice, when you lay a caller’s speaker on the ground, much of 
the call’s sound goes into the ground. The same is true if you turn the 
tail pipe of the vehicle you hunt with down to the ground. Another thing 
I’ve learned is that animals react differently to various types of vehicles.

Question: In your opinion, what’s the best kind of vehicle for hunting 
predators?
Stewart: The landowner’s truck because the farmer or the rancher’s
truck is the vehicle the predators see and hear most often. The predators 
won’t react to the sound of this vehicle or at least not react severely to 
it. If the farmer or the rancher doesn’t shoot predators from his truck, 
then the predators have no fear of it. But if he does shoot at predators 
from his truck, they’ll run away and hide every time they hear it crank up.
So, if you’re hunting at a farm or a ranch where the owner doesn’t 
shoot at predators from his truck, then the predators have no fear of 
that truck. You’ll realize it’s the best vehicle to move around the ranch 
in when you’re hunting. I can tell from the first coyote I see on any 
ranch whether or not the rancher permits shooting from the truck, 
because if he does, as soon as the coyote sees the truck, the animal 
will take off running. But if the rancher doesn’t permit shooting from the 
truck, the coyotes will pay very little attention to the vehicle.
Question: What kind of vehicles do you think the animals react to the 
least?
Stewart: I’m still using the old 1973 Bronco that my Dad had modified 
for quietness. I grease it on a regular basis, turn the tail pipe down and 
put double mufflers on it so that both sides of the engine are muffled, 
making it run quieter. I’ve even noticed that when I drive up on deer in 
the field, I can get much closer to the deer with that vehicle than I can 
with other vehicles, because the deer don’t hear me coming when 
I’m driving into the wind.
I also think that electric- or battery-powered vehicles are much quieter 
than gas- powered vehicles. The electric golf cart seems to be much 
quieter than the gas-powered ATV. For instance, a Bad Boy 
Buggy is much quieter than a gas-powered ATV. I think 
you definitely have an advantage and can call more predators when 
you use a quiet vehicle that the predators have never heard before, 
especially when you use our new Attractor call.
Question: Why do you like the Attractor call?
Stewart: I like the 50-yard remote control with five sounds embedded 
in it because you can attract the attention of the animal to that device 
rather than to you, if you have a call in your mouth or sitting in front of 
you. The big advantage of the remote control caller really doesn’t come 
into play until the animal’s in close. You can start out with a primary call 
like a mouth call or an electronic call to get the predator’s attention at 
long range.
I like to use the Preymaster or an old Johnny Stewart 512 cassette 
player to initially start the animal coming toward me. When the critter 
gets in close, you can use the Attractor, which costs less than $40, 
making it affordable for almost anyone. By using this little remote 
control caller in conjunction with the mouth call or the electronic call, 
you have all the advantages of a more expensive remote call. I’ve used 
the Attractor Call for the last month and a half to call in 12 gray foxes 
and four coyotes. I’ve had gray foxes come from behind bushes and 
actually jump up and bite the Attractor. I had the Attractor hanging up 
off the ground with the lanyard that comes with it, and a fox jumped into 
the bush and started biting the Attractor. I had another gray fox climb a 
mesquite tree with three legs on three different tree limbs, looking right 
at the Attractor and trying to get it. His nose was about 10 inches from 
that caller. That was a real Kodak moment.
I was hunting in the early morning with the sunlight dancing on that 
gray fox’s pelt. That fox looking at that Attractor would have really made 
a great photo, but I didn’t have my camera with me. On these two 
instances, I had a very quiet, still morning and I used the Attractor as 
my primary call. I walked a few hundred yards as quietly as possible, 
set up the Attractor and then started to call with it. Both foxes came in 
within about 4 minutes of when I started to call. With the Attractor, I’ve 
had foxes come in within about 15 yards of me. Most of the time, I’ll set 
the Attractor about 25 yards from me.
This little call is great for the predator hunter who likes to hunt 
with a shotgun. Since the call’s away from you, when the animal 
comes in, his attention is on the call and not on you. So, your 
chances of getting a shot off are far greater than when the call 
is right in front of you, or when you’re using a hand-blown call.♦

Editor’s Note: Gerald Stewart of Waco, Texas, doesn’t remember 
a time when he hasn’t called, hunted and taken predators. 
Predator hunting has been his life’s work for most of his life, 
and each year, he tries to learn more about effective ways to find, 
call and take predators.

AVAILABLE
AT

MARK’S GOLF
CARS & SERVICE
2045 Harrison Ave.
Butte, MT. 59701

MarksGolfCars.com

406-494-2424
marksgolfcars@hotmail.com

Noise has no place 
in the woods.

Bad Boy Buggies 
Sport Series brings 

whisper-quiet 
electric drivetrains 
to your adventure. 

0% Financing
for 24 months*

*Ask about other finance offers.  For qualified buyers.  Not all buyers will qualify. See dealer for terms and conditions.

Montana’s only
Bad Boy Buggies
Dealer!
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...In November, 2007, I had a knee operation. I hunted the 2008 archery season for elk, and by the end of the season, I was in a lot 
of pain from my knee, I was tired, and I didn’t want to walk a lot. On the last day of the archery season, I went to an area in New Mexico 
that hadn’t been hunted very much. I hadn’t seen much sign in this region in previous months, but the hunting pressure around this 
spot had moved the elk into this place.
Early in the morning of the last day, I heard an elk bugle twice. Well, it wasn’t really a bugle. He gave two deep pitiful growls, sounding 
like a big old Brahma bull. So, I told Phillip Vanderpool, my videographer for the hunt, “I’m tired, worn-out and hurting, and we chased 
elk all day yesterday. I know where there’s a dirt stock tank with water in it, and if that bull’s in that area, he’ll go to that tank. Let’s go 
check it out.” When we reached the dirt tank, we could tell by the tracks on the ground around the tank that the elk were coming there 
to drink.
One of the first secrets to taking big elk is to know where the water’s located on the place you’ll be hunting, and where on the property the elk will go 
to escape hunting pressure. Oftentimes elk will travel 1 mile or as much as 5 miles to find water. So, generally wherever the water’s located, that’s 
where you’ll find the elk, especially when you’re hunting dry, arid terrain like I was hunting in New Mexico.
After we’d checked out the water hole, we took our tree stands and set-up close to the water by 2:00 pm. We’d sprayed the entire area with Hunter’s 
Specialties’ Scent-A-Way spray as well as our equipment and ourselves and then parked for the afternoon. I went through a long series of cow calls 
and bugles to let every elk in the area know there were other elk at this watering hole. Then I put my calls in my pocket and just sat and listened for 
about 1-1/2-hours. About 3:30 pm, I heard the bull growl again, but I didn’t call back to him. I left my call in my pocket because I wanted to know if the 
elk would come in or walk off on his own without my having to call to him. About 40-minutes later, the old bull growled again. I could tell he was closer, 
so I didn’t call to him.
Another secret to calling elk is if the bull’s coming to you, don’t call. Sit still, be quiet, and wait. Finally, at about 6:30 pm, about 30 or 40 minutes before 
dark, that bull came to that stock tank, and I took him with my bow at 15 yards. From that hunt, I learned that:
  patience will take more bulls than fancy calling will;  the elimination of human odor using Scent-A-Way products around my stand and equipment 
 and by constantly spraying myself and the area kept the bull from smelling me when he came in to the stock tank;  the locations of the water  
 tanks is like finding gold because elk need water, especially in dry terrain; the area with the least amount of hunting pressure is where elk   
 have to be to survive; and the most important factor to taking elk is being where the elk want to be, when they want to be there.
Although Hunter’s Specialties’ makes fantastic elk calls, both cow and bugle, these calls are 100% more effective if you’re in the area where the elk 
wants to come, whether you use the calls or not. To effectively use elk calls, know how and when to blow the calls, and most importantly, when not to 
blow the calls. Remember, I did a lot of calling when I first arrived at the water tank, establishing that both cows and bulls were at that water tank 
getting water. Every elk within earshot of that water tank knew elk were there. So, I didn’t have to re-convince them. I just had to wait for them to 
show-up, another secret to successfully taking elk. Wait for the elk to show-up where they should be, when they’re supposed to be there. 
If you think you’ve waited long enough on a bull, wait 1 or 2 hours longer, and many times that bull will appear.

Finding And Taking Monster Elk With Wayne Carlton
   By Wayne Carlton  Hunter’s Specialties   www.hunterspec.com
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ARCHERY SEASON
is just around the corner...

GET READY NOW!

PSE → Elite →  Martin → Strother → High Country 

• Professional Techs
• Bows for All Budgets
• Bow Repair & Strings
• Arrows, Optics, Rangefinders, Camo
• Lessons All Levels
• Indoor & Outdoor Range
   

Let us
help you
with your

hunt.

 Lewis & Clark Archery Membership Required

Located in the historic Kessler Brewing building. Hwy 12 West end.

Helena 406-449-3111
buffalojumparchery.com

→2013 Bow Sale
Switch to Elite Archery

NEW bows available NOW!
2013 Elite Answer    $779.99 

PSE Bow Madness on sale starting at $449.99
(others in stock on sale OMEN, EVO MAX, 

Hammer, Prophecy, Revenge) call for details

All new bow purchases include custom tune
Call us for current available inventory,

check out our website or
stop by and talk to our pro staff.

Helena 406-449-3111
buffalojumparchery.com

PSE → Elite →  Martin → Strother → High Country 
2014 NEW BOWS ARRIVING DAILY!

Located in the historic Kessler Brewing building. 
Hwy 12 West end., Helena

Turkey season is over and deer seasons are three or four months away.  What better time to start preparing your stands for 
the fall.  You can make minor disturbances and even major perturbations without negatively impacting your hunting.  
In fact, you’ll only make it better.
Existing Stands  Let’s start with existing stands and stand locations.  Remember that low-hanging branch that blocked your 
shot last fall, or that pile of dead branches you had to walk through trying to sneak to your stand?  Get rid of them.  A lot could 
have changed over the winter too.  Don’t wait until a week or two before season to find out your stand tree was struck by lightning.
- Trim out shooting lanes - Branches fall and saplings grow into shooting lanes.  Clear them out so there won’t be anything 
that might interfere with your shot.
- Inspect your stands - Check all straps and fasteners to ensure they’re snug, but not too snug.  Nuts, bolts and screws can come loose and make 
noise, or represent a safety hazard.  Tighten them up.  Check ratchet straps for wear, then loosen and re-tighten.  Trees grow and if straps become 
too tight they will break.  Also, squirrels like to chew on them, as well as seat cushions and shooting rests.  Inspect and replace if necessary.
- Inspect Locks - If your stands are locked, open, lubricate and re-lock them.  Locks can become rusted or corroded eventually becoming 
non-functioning, which can be a real pain if and when you decide to remove that stand.
New Stands  Now it’s time to move on to new stands.  Remember that smokin’ hot spot you found last fall, the one you noted in your hunting log 
and marked as a waypoint on your GPS?  Okay, so maybe you’re not that meticulous.  But I’ll bet you found one or two locations you thought would 
make good stand sights.  And I’ll bet you can find them again, especially now that you have some extra time.
Here again, you can do whatever is necessary to trim branches and clear shooting lanes without worrying too much that it will disturb deer in the 
area.  It will initially, but they’ll become adjusted to the changes long before hunting season.  Try to minimize disturbance, and make sure you don’t 
cut any rubs or branches that overhang scrapes.
Another nice thing about doing this now is that you can load all your gear in or on an ATV or Side-by-Side vehicle and drive right to the stand location.  
It may not be a big deal with a simple loc-on or a climber, but try strapping a two-man ladder stand on your back and carrying it a quarter mile into the woods.
Land Management  In addition to the passive mode of finding hotspots, you can take a more direct and active approach by creating them.
- Create Openings - Opening the canopy allows more sunlight to reach the forest floor, which means more natural deer food.  It also creates more 
thick cover that deer prefer.  And this can include the next tip …
- Release Mast Trees - Thin around apple or oak trees, persimmon bushes or any other hard or soft mast-producing trees.  
By removing or reducing the competition for sunlight and soil nutrients you can increase mast production immensely. 
- Plant - If you don’t have mast trees, plant some.  You can also put in small hidey-hole food plots, or plant woods roads and skid roads with clover.
All of these require bringing equipment into the woods.  Again, you can use your ATV or Side-by-Side vehicle now without concern over too much 
disturbance.  You wouldn’t and shouldn’t be driving in to your stands three or four months from now.♦

Bob Humphrey Photo

 By Bob Humphrey  Yamaha Outdoors Tip
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406.541.4800-BRETZRV.COM
I-90 & RESERVE 

EXIT 101 MISSOULA
facebook.com/bretzrvandmarine

@bretzrv

RECREATIONAL
VEHICLES

ARE IN OUR BLOOD.
Want to enjoy Mother Nature on your terms? 
Then put the Yamaha EF2000iS at the top of your 
packing list before you RV. It’s got ample power to charge your batteries, a TV, microwave, 
and even the AC when two are run in parallel — so you can enjoy creatures and creature 
comforts. Plus, quiet-preserving Noise Block™ technology means it won’t drown out the 
crickets. And the most important feature of all? It’s a Yamaha.

THE POWERFUL, QUIET AND RELIABLE EF2000iS.

Nick remembers his most memorable hunt vividly. “My most memorable turkey hunt happened this spring in the Black Hills 
of South Dakota. Waddell, Steve Dooley, Al Kraus, Stephen McNelly from Realtree and our own producer, Jason Heathcoe 
were after Merriam’s in the snow. We had been on the property about 15 minutes when we struck a bird on our very first spot. 
The bird was answering well to my box call so I walked to the top of the ridge a few times to make sure he could pinpoint us. 
On my third time up the hill the turkey crested the top and I was stuck in the wide open! I stood motionless as the gobbler 
strutted by me at 5 yards and went straight to the Thunder Chicken Decoy Waddell had in his lap. As that turkey was about to be lit up by Waddell at 
one step, the boss Gobbler and the rest of the flock crested the hill where the first gobbler had come over. Waddell shot and the turkeys moved off. The guys 
kept calling, Waddell crawled behind the decoy to me and handed me the gun. As they called a hen came right to us. The boss gobbler saw the hen right by 
the decoy and it brought him into range. I cracked him at about 50 yards and we had a snowy day double in the beautiful mountains of South Dakota.”
When asked if there was anything else the fellas wanted to share with me about turkey hunting, T-Bone shared a few things, “Out of the three of us, 
I’m probably the least experienced when it comes to turkey hunting, but this spring I have a fire lit under me to hunt a lot more...
Nick appreciates the camaraderie that the spring turkey woods can provide. “Turkey hunting is about spending time with friends and family, it’s the 
challenge of making a lovesick tom drop his guard and come to a call. The feeling you get from a successful turkey hunt is the best. The coolest part 
is you almost always have someone to share the experience with.”
Waddell had an interesting opinion that I completely agree with. “…I get that all turkeys look similar and they don’t have antlers like a deer, 
but I stand by that the best hunters in the world are die hard turkey hunters. In my personal opinion, a good turkey hunter can hunt anything in the world. 
Turkey hunting is less about luck and more about strategy; going head to head with wild game and being able to have a conversation with that game. 
You have to know the terrain, structure and the property very well to be efficient. If you hunt deer or anything else, you owe it to yourself to turkey hunt 
and get good at it. When you do that I promise it will make everything else you hunt easier.
When asked about what ScentBlocker gear they appreciated the most during turkey season, Nick and T-Bone had a hard time choosing one. 
Nick shared, “I really like all of my ScentBlocker gear. It’s built for use and abuse, but I guess if I have to choose one thing, it’s the BOA knee boots. 
I appreciate how light and tough they are. I use them all year, but they’re perfect for run-n-gun turkey hunting.”  “I like the versatility and variety of clothing 
the most.” Travis added, “For spring, I appreciate how ScentBlocker gear is quiet, lightweight, and waterproof. Also, I like the scent control features 
so I don’t bust deer everywhere I go. I like watching deer all year long.”  Waddell didn’t take so long to answer. “The Thunder Chicken turkey vest of 
course! I helped design it. It’s awesome. Do I need to say more?”
Some may think that “pros” like Michael, Nick and T-Bone who have killed countless trophy animals across the globe wouldn’t get too excited about a 
spring turkey, but just the opposite is true.  It’s also surprising to some that guys like these still face the challenges the rest of the hunting public does. 
They’re still out knocking on doors and making phone calls to gain hunting access, they still have days where they don’t hear a gobble. 
And when they do hear that first sweet call of spring, their hearts still pound with excitement.

Beard Collectors? continued from page 31
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How To Catch 
Almost Anything

By Babe Winkelman I don’t know how many times I’ve 
been asked the question: “Babe, 
what’s your favorite fish to catch?” 
My answer is always the same. 
I just smile and say “whatever’s on 
the end of my line!” Because let’s 

face it, any fish is a thrill to catch (OK, maybe not so much with Rock 
Bass) and it’s always fun to wonder “what is it?” when you’re not quite 
sure whether you have a walleye, pike or whatever on the hook. 
As anglers, most of the time we hit the lake with certain species in mind. 
If walleyes are the fish-of-the-day, then we’ll arm ourselves with spinning 
rods, Lindy Rigs, jigs, leeches, crawlers and minnows. Or if going after 
panfish, we’ll break out the ultralight tackle. Going for largemouth? Then 
it’s casting rods, spinnerbaits, soft plastics and other bass-catching baits. 
But let’s say you just want to go out fishing for whatever bites. What’s 
the best plan of attack for catching anything that swims? Well, in my 
experience, it starts with a weedline. The environment that attracts 
every fish species is underwater foliage. Pike, panfish, bass, 
catfish, everything loves living in vegetation. 
Finding weeds is a pretty easy thing to do. In a clear water lake, your 
eyes will show you the weeds. In stained lakes, you might have to rely 
on your depth finder to show you where the weeds are in deeper water. 
Once you find nice green, healthy weeds along a stretch of shoreline 
or out on a mid-lake hump or flat, the next job is to identify the edge of 
that weedline. The “edge” is most often dictated by water depth. It’s the 
deepest point the weeds can survive before lack of sunlight penetration 
can sustain their life. After you determine the depth of the weedline, 
prepare to keep your bait as close to the edge of that weedline as 
possible when fishing for whatever will bite.
The best all-purpose outfit  To catch any and all fish species, you’ll need 
a rod, reel and line well-suited for the task. You won’t want to go heavy, or 
too light either. Therefor, a medium-action spinning combo is your best bet. 
For line, you want something light enough for panfish finesse, yet heavy 
enough to not break if you happen to tangle with a tough pike or big bass! 
Monofilament line in the 6-8 pound test range is ideal.
Take the fish for a spin!  OK, you’re on your weedline. You have your 
catch-anything rod and reel. What should you tie on? There are two 
sure-fire baits that, for my money, are the most universally-appealing 
lures ever made. They have proven themselves for decades. The first 
is the venerable Mepp’s spinner. The Mepp’s is classified as an “in-line 
spinner” comprised of a rigid wire that holds a spinner, a weighted body 
ferrule and a single treble hook. There are many styles and sizes available, 
but you can never go wrong with the classic Mepp’s Aglia. The #3 size, 
weighing 1/4 ounce, is a great catch-all size. Clip it to a swivel to 
eliminate potential line twist. 
Fishing an in-line spinner is about as easy as it gets. Just throw it a long 
cast behind the boat and troll it down that weedline at a smooth, slow 
pace. Give the bait a forward surge, twitch or hesitation once in awhile 
to mix up the action a little bit. A lot of times the fish will hit it when it 
suddenly changes speed or attitude. 
If you find yourself snagging too many edge weeds with the Mepp’s 
treble hook, switch to my second top choice for catch-all lures: the 
Beetle Spin. This is a bait with a L-shaped wire that has a spinner on 
one end and a clip for a jig on the other. Pick a jig and corresponding 
soft plastic body, clip it on and go! For catching whatever is in the mood 
to bite, I really like a pink jighead with a white twist-tail body. But mix 
up different color offerings to dial in the killer color! You’ll find the beetle 
spin to be quite weedless as the L-wire threads its way between weeds 
nicely and keeps the vegetation away from the hook shank. 
If you spend a day trolling weedlines with medium-sized spinners, you’ll 
be amazed how many fish you’ll catch. You’re likely to tangle with four or 
five different species in a single afternoon. And when the sun goes down, 
both Mepp’s spinners and Beetle Spins are also very good nighttime baits 
because they thump out a lot of fish-attracting vibration.... Good Fishing!

For our full line of tackle and custom rods
shop online at 

www.KitsTackle.com
or call 406-459-2841

Catch 
MORE
Fish!

The all new “EMERALD SHINER” 
Glass Minnow for 2014!!
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DYNAPRO M/T RT03

DYNAPRO ATM RF10

SEE YOUR LOCAL DEALER 
Anaconda Lisac’s of Anaconda   
Billings  Lisac’s of Billings   
Bozeman Eagle Tire Brake & Alignment  
Broadus  Hi-Tech Auto Repair, Inc.  
Butte  Lisac’s Tire    
Butte  Lisac’s American Car Care Center 
Conrad  Conrad Tire    
Darby  Automotive Solutions, Inc.  
Ennis  D&D Auto    
Glendive Berg’s Tire    
Great Falls Falls Tire Service  

406-563-6110
406-656-7502
406-587-5414
406-436-2378
406-782-4294
406-494-4450
406-278-3422
406-821-3440
406-682-4234
406-377-5286
406-453-1418

Helena  Eagle Tire Brake & Alignment 
Kalispell  M&C Tire    
Missoula Big Sky Tire
Phillipsburg Bob’s Quality Auto   
Ronan  Arnie’s Gas & Tire Center
Shelby  Mark’s Tire & Alignment  
W.Yellowstone Jake’s Automotive & Tire    
Whitehall Full Circle Tire     
Williston, ND  OK Tire Store    
Ashton, ID Tri-State Tire        
Rupert, ID Nick’s Quality Tire 

406-443-5910
406-752-9662
406-251-5988
406-859-2725
406-676-0400
406-434-5118
406-646-9500
406-287-5682
701-774-0233
208-652-3344
208-436-3900

                     Premium aggressive all-terrain for 
                   light truck, van & sport utility vehicle.
    -Best grip and acceleration both on- and off-road

     For serious off-road enthusiasts. 
     -Tapered “V” shaped tread blocks 
      provide better grip in mud, sand and snow. 
 

Make sure your 
vehicle is ready.

www.tiresupplysc.com
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1515 EUCLID AVENUE,  HELENA, MT.  59601

PLACER MOTORS
See our full line of Subaru vehicles.

1EPA-estimated hwy fuel economy for 2014 Subaru Outback 2.5i CVT models. Actual mileage may vary.

With road-gripping Symmetrical 
All-Wheel Drive and 30 mpg,1 
don’t just go anywhere in the
2014 Subaru Outback,® go off map.


